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| CONCERNING A FORMER EDITION. 


SIR, 


Cannot anſwer your inquiry, wll -- 
I have not only commended but 


encouraged your charity to your 
countrymen of the Roman commu- 


nion; it being an excellent piety to 
endeavour to reduce them into the 
right way, who are ſo confident in 
the wrong. The zeal of moſt men 


expreſſeth itſelf by fury and clamour 


againſt Diſſenters, whilſt you ſhew 
your eſteem for the rational Principles 
4 = | 
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of the church of England by your di. 
ligence to propagate them, and your 
deſires to reconcile its miſinformed 
 adverfaries to them. It is one of the 
great properties of goodneſs to be 
communicative, and a copy of St. 
Paul's moſt obliging charity, As xxvi, 
29. to wiſh that all whom you con- 


verſe with, were as happy in the 
choice of their faith, as you know 


pyourſelf to be; wherefore that I may 

as well quicken your generous deſign, 
as invite ſome others to imitate ſo 
good an example, I will propound 5 


theſe few conſiderations: 


„ e e in which ths Vs. 


gliſh Romaniſts ſtand to us ſhould 


excite our care; for they are all na- 
tives of the ſame country, ſubjects of 


the ſame government, and are called 


by the ſame general name of Chriſtians; | 
TG of chem our kind pp, 
familiar 
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familiar acquaintance, or near kin- 
dred; and ſome of them, where their 
prejudice doth not blind them, per- 
ſons of great reaſon, and of ſo good 
inclindrions, that chey are not made 
vicious by the evil liberties which 
their principles do allow: and ſhall 


we for want of affection or courage 


ſuffer them to be kept in ignorance, 


and impoſed on at preſent, and to be 
led blindfold in ſuch a way as will 


extremely haza rd the ſalvation of their 
Precions ſouls hereafter ? If all the re- 
lations they bear to us do poſſeſs us 


with any real aſfection for them, we 
cannot but do our utmoſt to unde- 
ceive them. The frauds indeed of 


the guides of that Church are daily 


more and more laid open, but for 


want of ſuch a charity as yours is, 
they who are chiefly concerned ſeldom 
come to the knowledge of them: J 
am fore thoſe excellent Pens which 


1 diſco- 
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Morena them, ad not deſign * we 
ſhould make their deluſions the ſub- \ 
ect of our mirth, but the means to 
convert the fouls of thoſe that are 
linked to us in ſo many bonds, that 
it is a ſhame we ſhould ſuffer them to 

= o deceived. 


2. But we uſually . our re- 3 
miſneſs, under the pretence that it is 
impoſſible to convert them; had our 
_ anceſtors ſo eſteemed it, the world had '1 
wanted the bleſſing of the Reform- 1 
ation. I grant it is difficult, becauſe 
of their rooted prejudice, and the po- 
licy of their leaders, yet not impoſſi- 

ble, becauſe many have undertaken _ 
it, and prevailed ; ſo that as Seneca 
| faith in another caſe, © it is not be- 
© cauſe of the difficulty that we do not 
© attempt it, but becauſe we do not at- 
A tempt it, therefore! it ſeems difficult.” * 


no 


* Sen. Ep. 104. 
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I Philoſopher tells us, where there 
is no difficulty, there is no opportu- Y 
« nity to exerciſe either art or virtue; 
nd: if we were once willing to take 
ſome pains for ſo noble an end, it 
would much allay the trouble therael, 
to conſider the advantages which it 
may bring, not only to the party 
which is the object of our charity, 
but to the church; yea, and to our 
n ſouls alſo; for © he that convert- 
eth a ſinner from the error of his 
* way, ſhall fave a ſoul from desk 
and ſhall hide a multitude of ſins, 
* and they who turn many to rights. ; 
6 " ouſneſs {hall ſhine as the ſtars for 
Lever and ever ;“ nay moreover, 
if ſuch pious e ſhould want 
fucceſs on earth, they ſhall not fail of 
a reward 1 in heaven. 
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4; And finally, if we conſider the 


unwearied induſtry of our adverſaries 


in ſeducing, methinks, it ſhould awa- 
ken our diligence, in ſtrengthening 
the weak, and reducing ſuch as are 


out of the way. It had been very 


ſtrange if the Apoſtles ſhould have 
been unwilling to travel for the pro- 
pagation of the right faith, and the 
winning ſouls to heaven, when the 
Phariices compaſſed ſea and land to 
: reconcile a Proſelyte to their particular 
Sect; and yet alas! it is too often 
ſeen, © that the children of this world 
are wiſer in their generation than 
the children of light *.” The Her- 
mit Pambo, accidentally beholding a 
| theatric woman dance exquiſitely be- 
fore a looſe aſſembly at Alexandria, is 
ſaid to have wept abundantly, to con- 
fider how much more pains the took 


Luke xvi. = | 
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to 1 evil ends, 3 he himſelf did 
to ſerve God: had we as much ten- 
derneſs as that holy man, doubtleſs 
we have as great occaſion for our ſhame 


and ſorrow, when we ſee others more 
active to advance the myſtery of ini- 


quity, than we are to promote the 
5 glory of God, and the ſalvation of our 8 
brethren's immortal fouls. 


I) heſe conſiderations, worthy Sir, I 
know have excited your charitable re- 
ſolutions, and I hope will prevail with 
many others to endeavour the reform 
ation of their deceived friends; where- 
fore that I may anſwer your defires, 
and contribute my poor aſſiſtance to 
ſo pious and generous a deſign, I have 
ſent you the following papers, har | 
the deluſions of that party are diſco- 
vered as plainly, yet as modeſtly as 
may be, that they may ſee in a little 
room how much it is their intereſt 
e | e gt 
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and advantage to embrace the true ca- 
tholic Religion of the Engliſh church. 
I know all theſe particulars have been 
More fully handled by better pens, 
but moſt of theſe writings have been 


by way of diſpute, and intended ra- 


ther to convince than perſuade ; ſo 
that they may be very proper to give 


fuller ſatisfaction in any particulars 


doubted of, when their great preju- 
dices are firſt a httle removed; beſides 


there are many through unavoidable 


| buſineſs, company, or other divertiſe- 
ments, who either have no leiſure or 


no inclination to read a larger vo- 


| lame, being of Callimachus's mind, 
that A great book is a great evil *, who 


yet may be prevailed with to ſpare 
one hour for ſo ſmall an abſtract as 


this. The Jewiſh Talmud tells us of 
8 noble Heathen, who came to Rabbi 


» Me Brea * e x 2 Athen.enum. 
Hileel, 


INS Fo WORE of OOO EE EIN OIRS 


= 
* * £ 
FB on 
ws 
4 | 
3 „ 
4%: 
. . 
— + 
5 * 
: . 
Sv = 
SIT © 
> 
3 
ry * F 
» 
2 
5 
Se 
3 
n N * 
„ 
a 
= 
, +43 
3 
& 
| 1 
* 
"> 
mw 1 
I 
% 
* 
ws 
* 
* 
= 


4 LETTER 10 HIS FRIEND. 


, 


- Hiltel, and offered to become a Proſe 
ee, if he could teach him the whole 
Law at one leſſon, Tracł. Sab. fol. 31. 
and if you meet with any of his mind, 
they may perhaps be gratified with 
this little abridgment, wherein the 
| miſtakes of the Roman per ſuaſion are | 
put into as narrow a compaſs as they 
can well be reduced to; ſo that even 
thoſe who are yet reſolved to be of 
that church may perhaps not be un- 
willing to peruſe it, that they may 


at one view ſee what their Religion 


1s charged with. And if it do not 


gain ſuch perſons, yet it will teach 


them to cenſure mildly, and to diflent 
from us with more moderation: and 
as the volume is ſmall, and ſo may 
invite thoſe to its peruſal who are de- 
lighted with brevity, ſo the ſtyle is as 
mild as the matter would allow, and 
can give no juſt offence to any: the 
: particulars are fo plain, and o fully 
: proved 
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proved more at large by others, that 
the author reſolves not to diſpute, but 
in pure charity to adviſe the Roman- 
iſts not to reſiſt apparent truth and 
reaſon, having no worſe intentions 
towards them than to ſet them into 
the beſt way to heaven; and if any 
be angry at him or you for this, they 
are the greateſt enemies to themſelves, 
and more concerned for their preſent 


opinions, than for their everlaſting .* 


ſalvation ; but it is to be hoped the 
ſincerity of your intention to do good 
may oblige ſome kindly to accept this 
Manual, at leaſt as a teſtimony of your 
love; to whom, if you have the li- 
8 berty of diſcourſe, you fhall do well 
to clear thoſe exceptions which preju- 
dice may ſuggeſt, and at leaſt to ob- 
| tain from them a reſolution, impar- 
tially to enquire into the truth of that 
which they ſo confidently do believe: 
and ſure, it is infinite pity that per- 
ſons 
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ſons of excellent reaſon ſhould be fo 
much enſlaved, as not to dare to aſk 
the right way to bliſs of any, but thoſe 
* who have an abſolute dominion over 
them; nor once to go about to judge 


for chembitves in a caſe of {0 great 
concernment. 


I Would be 1 to think ſo hardly i 
of their ſuperiours, as to ſuppoſe they 
interdicted their adherents from all 
converſe with us; for this were the 
exact parallel of che Muſcovian policy, 
where it is death for any to travel out 
of their own kingdom without eſpe- 
cial licence, for fear they ſhould never 
endure their former bondage, when 
once they have ſeen the freedom of 
* other nations: and if once you can 
pPrevail ſo far, that they will imparti- 


ally compare their own opinions with _ 


ours, it is probable they may become 
our friends. I ſhall add no more but 
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to wiſh this token may be as kindly. 
accepted as it will be charitably of- 
fered by you, and to aſſure you, you 
ſhall never want his Prayers for * 
ſucceſs, Who is, 
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Yours to ſerve you. 
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10 His 
"ESTEEMED FRIEND 
W. R. 


CONCERNING THE FOURTH EDITION. 


1 , 


OUR account of the 104 diſ- 

perſing of this little tract, encou- 
6 1 me to hope, it hath not only 
been acceptable to the world, but alſo, 


bleſſed be God, to the reducing *. 


from the Roman opinions, and the 


eſtabliſhing others in the Proteſtant 


faith; and that it may more effec- 
tually ſerve to theſe deſirable ends, I 


have been content to obey your re- 
queſt, in reviewing it in order to an- 
other impreſſion, which, you tell me, 
is now deſired. In which review, I 


UoVn "have 
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ive rectified the method of the whole, 


and illuſtrated and ſtrengthened every 


part, with the addition of ſo many of 


the moſt convincing inſtances and au- 
thorities as could be put in without 
too much ſwelling the bulk. I con- 


feſs I did ſuppoſe the things to be ſo 


evident, and ſo plainly proved in larger 
diſcourſes, that I was not curious be- 
fore, always to bring proofs for my 
aſſertions; but now your letter ac- 
- quaints me both that ſome Romanifts, 
who reſolve boldly to deny what they 


cannot otherwiſe evade, have queſti- 


oned the truth of ſome parts of this 


charge; and alſo, that thoſe Proteſtants, 
whoſe charity hath invited them to 
ſeek their friends' converſion, have 


defired I ſhould add my authors to 


confirm theſe allegations : Therefore, 
for the full fatisraction of both parties, 


[ have proved all the particulars by 


the teſtimony of ſuch authors whoſe 


ev idence 
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evidence is unqueſtionable, chuſing 


uſually the plain confeſhons of Popes | 


and Cardinals, or other approved Wri- 


ters of the Roman church, that ſo thoſe 
of that party may believe theſe mat- 
ters from the mouth of thoſe whom 
they eſteem their beſt friends, which 
they would ſuſpeR, if we related upon 
our own credit, whom they unjuſtly ac- 
count their enemies. And though their 
preſent Romiſh prieſts ſhould deny 
thoſe things, which the moſt eminent 
writers of their own church have for- 


merly acknowledged, they are not to 


be doubted of upon that account, ſince 
the confeilion of their former writers 
againſt their own party 1s better evi- 
| dence, than the denial of the later can 
be for it; for © no man will lie,“ ſaith 


Tertullian, © to his own diſgrace, but 


rather for his credit; and it is more 


fit to believe ſuch as confeſs againſt 


themſelves, than ſuch as deny for 


5 * them 


5 
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_ themſelves” : 80 chat gone can juſtly 
doubt of theſe truths thus atteſted ; 
and he that once believes them, 5 
yet retains the religion of Rome, muſt 
be of a humour differing from che 


reſt of mankind, who cannot chuſe a 


known deluſion, nor delight in fitting * 
under apparent abuſes. - 1 muſt expe © 
the admirers of that once famous 


church will entertain theſe juſt and 


neceſſary accuſations thereof with ſome 
| little heats of paſlion ; but I hope it 
will calm thoſe haſty motions when _ 
they deliberately confider, that ſince I 
ſay no more than truth, I do no in- 
jury to Rome, and the charity which 
I have for them obliges me to ſay ſo 


much. And why,” ſaith the Philoſo- 


pher, © art thou diſpleaſed at me who 
have done no more than a looking- 
5 glaſs doth to the deformed, having 
only ſhewed thee to thyſelf a as thou 


1 Tertul. apol. cap. 32. ih 


art 


ANOTHER LETTER To A FRIEND. 


art ? ? Shall the Phy felon be ſaid to 
reproach him 24-4 diſcaſe he diſco- 
vers to him *?” They will remember 


I hope that I have undertaken the of- 
fice of a friendly counſellor, whoſe 
duty, according to the Grecian Sage, 
is, not to adviſe that which is moſt 
pleaſing, but that which is moſt pro- 
fitable F :” And if in compliance with 
this rule I ſhall ſomewhat diſpleaſe 


them to their advantage, I ſhall not 


only obtain a pardon, but merit their 
thanks alſo in the end. However I 
aſk no more, than that, laying aſide 
their prejudices, they will put on ſo 


much affection to their own real in- 
tereſt as to weigh the reaſons and ar- 


guments upon which my Advice is 


grounded, and, if they be convincing 


and. perſuaſive, 1 deſire them not to 


Aus in Epic. ki 2. ©. 14. 
I Diog. Laert. in Vit. Solon. 


b 3 2 8 reſiſt 
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reſiſt their own freedom, nor deſpiſe 
| him that ſincerely ſeeks their good; 
but if they abſolutely reſolve the moſt 
rational and juſt motives ſhall not 
perſuade them to alter their old opi- 
nions, I ſhall pity and pray for them, 
but can uſe no other methods in this 
caſe; for it is counſel and not command 
which I give, ſince men {ſhould be rea- 
Toned and not forced into a right 
faith; and would God the Roman 
0 church had never obtruded her opi- 
nions upon the world by any other 
means, but theſe gentle and rational 
perſuaſions, her neighbours then would 
not have had ſo juſt cauſe to complain 
of her. And now, Sir, ſince I write, 


and you and other zealous Proteſtants 


act by theſe fair methods, if our en- 


deavours for our countrymen's con- 


verſion be not maliciouſly miſcon- 


ſtrued, they cannot be cenſured to 


tend to che harm of any, but muſt be 
con- 
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confeſſed to aim at the preſent and 
future happineſs of all that we ſhall ad- 
dreſs ourſelves to in this matter: And 
1 ſhall rejoice if my pains herein may 
> attain theſe bleſſed ends, and let you 
particularly underſtand how gladly I 
> would encourage your love to the 
church of England, and comply with 


all your pious deſires, hince I am, 
Sir, 
our affectionate 


ee Glen 
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PREFACE 


*HIS little tract is now repub- 
liſhed from the printed copy 
of 1686, which was the fourth editi- 
on. The republication of a book which | 
has been printed above a hundred 
years, may perhaps require ſome apo- 
logy from the Editor; as in that long 
interval, a treatiſe of this ſort, may 
be ſuppoſed to be revived out of due 
time: for it will undoubtedly be ſaid, 
that the circumſtances of the Komen 
_ Catholics, with reſpect to our civil 
government, are very difterent from 
what they were at the time this book 
was written, This objection we ſhall 
take into conſideration by and by. 


A 


rn E T A E, etc. 


As the fourth Edition was publiched 
late in the reign of King James II. 


> when his attempts upon the civil and 


> religious conſtitution of this country 
were faſt advancing towards a crifis; 
and the governing powers exerting 
their ſuppoſed authority without much 
controul; it may be wondered, that 
the author ſhould venture with the 


public a Piece of this complexion, 


eſpecially as it is not concealed in the 


title-page from what | ak; it iſfſued. 


: The firſt a as appears from 
the Imprimatur, was publiſhed March 
20th, 1677. There is a tradition in 
Dr. Comber's family that it was writ- 
ten at the requeſt of a Lady Faucon- 
berg, who had a {uſpicion that her 
| huſband was about to be converted to 
the popiſh religion. It is ſaid, however, 
chat it had its effect upon that Lord, 
for 
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for wholb uſe ; it was written, and chat 


he deſired Dr. Comber to Prune it.“ 


Dr. Comber, who after the Revo- 


lution was preferred to the Deanery of 


Durham, had employed his pen in ex- 


poſing the errors of the church of 
Rome, during the time that the ap- 


prchenfions of the return of Popery 
in the reign of Charles II. alarmed the 
public, and particularly the divines of 


the church of England, to ſuch a de- 
gree, as to put them upon their guard 
againſt the projects of the Court, which 


manifeſtly had that tendency. 


It is certain, that in thoſe days the 
danger of the proteſtant Religion was 


** This nobleman was Thomas, ſecond Viſcount Fau- 
conberg, who was created Earl in the 1ſt of William and 


Mary, and continued a Ready Proteſtant till his death, 
which happened December 31, 1700.— 


1. 


* 


His lady was 
Mary, daughter of Oliver Cromwell, who ſurvived her 


very 
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very great; bur, though our appre- 
henſions of any ſuch events, at the 
preſent time may be laid aſleep, it is 


certain that, whatever change there 


may be in the circumſtances of the 
Roman Catholics of England, or in the 
courſe of ſo many years, there is no 
ſatisfactory evidence that their reli- 
gious principles are not the ſame at 
this period, that they were in the 
reigns of the laſt Kings of the Stuart 
ne. It is faid by many perſons, 
whole affection for the proteſtant Re- 
ligion cannot be doubted, that the 
ſanguinary ſpirit of Popery is in a 
great meaſure extinguiſhed among the 
Roman Catholics of England, and we 
are willing to believe it may be ſo, 
and to preſume that this may be one 
Treaſon why the legiſlature made a late 
act in their favour; but, however that 
may be, we apprehend the caſe be- 
tween the Pr oteſtants and the Papiſts 


of 


PREFACE To THE | 


of the preſent day has not been accu- 
rately ſtated. | 


5 The late e of Parliament may be 
conſidered as a kind of compact en- 
tered into with the Roman Catholics, 
ſtipulating to relieve them from cer- 
tain penalties, and to allow them cer- 
tain privileges, on condition of their 


pledging their fidelity to the preſent 


government, by taking the oath of | 


| allegiance to his Majeſty, and his 
ſucceſſors, 8 with a reſer vation 
however, of the Pope's ſupremacy in 
: matters of Religion; a reſervation 
more comprehenſive, with reſpect to 
the rights and liberties of thoſe who 
are not Roman Cathohes, than, I be- 
lieve, molt people imagine. Canogi- 
cal obedience to the Pope, or, if you 
pleaſe, to the church of Rome, is ſo de- 
ſcribed by the Caſuiſts of that church, 
as not to be limited by any conſider- 


ations | 
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| ations of the civil kind. It ſhould 
therefore ſeem to be neceſſary, for the 
Roman catholics of the preſent day, 
to make a ſolemn declaration, that by 
reſerving the ſupremacy of the Pope, 
and of the church of Rome, they 
mean not to extend eccleſiaſtical au- 
thority beyond matters purely ſpi- 
ritual; and not to take advantage of 
conferring upon the Pope a civil 
power, upon the pretence, of that 
5 filly evaſion, of his exerciting it only 
in  ordine ad Npiritualia.. 


A Patriot of che laſt century (ad 
to be Lord Somers) uſed to ſay, That 
if the common people of E ngland once laſt 
the cry againſt Popery, it would be the 


eaſieſt matter in the world to take away 


their Liberty.” The cry againſt Po- 5 


E pery has, indeed, very ſenfibly de- 


_ clined; and, it may be ſaid, that there 
is no appearance of our liberties being 


in 
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in any danger from the ceſſation of 


_ that 05 


ie The cry againſt Popery, indeed, was 
_ revived in the year 1780, with very 
unpleaſing, and indeed unhappy cir- 
cumſtances, and accompanied with 
outrages, which no wiſe or good man 
would wiſh to have repeated; but, I 
think, it is now pretty certain, that 


_ thoſe extravagancies were by no means 
_ encouraged by thoſe, who would have 


conducted a ſober and ordinary ap- 


plication to the legiſlature for the re- 
peal of ſome pailages in the late act of 


Parliament, in favour of the Roman 


catholics. Much has been ſaid of 


that intended application, as if it be- 


trayed a ſpirit of perſecution in the 


undertakers.— We are, however, per- 


ſuaded that nothing could be more 


falſe and invidious than ſuch an im- 


5 putation. | 
Popery 
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| Popery was the object of this pe- 


tition, which theſe petitioners wanted 

to keep under; and not to put any 
| hardſhips upon the individuals of that 

perſuaſion : particular perſons, who 
| profeſs the Romiſh religion, may 
have very different opinions of the 
power and authority of the Pope and 
of the church, to which they profeſs 


obedience. It is well known that 


many of them differ in their accounts 
of what denomination of men the 5 
church is ſuppoſed to conſiſt; and it 
would be no unreaſonable demand to 
require an explanation upon this head, 


from thoſe who are the beſt able to 


give it, and which ſeems to be want- 
ing to inſure their ſincerity, in pledg- 
ing their allegiance to the cv go 


ver nment. 


ey in the abſtract 18 built upon 


N which have a malevolent 


c2 15 alpect 
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aſpect towards the lives and ſafeties, 
the liberties and properties of all, who 

are not of that religion. It is to be 

hoped that many of the profeſſors of 
it, eſpecially at this time of day, are 
endued with a ſpirit of more equity 
and moderation; and ſuch of them, 
as do not approve of the intolerant 
maxims of their Hierarchy, are fairly 
intitled to all the rights and privileges 


of good citizens, in every community 


to which they belong, and to all the 


indulgence, in the exerciſe of their 
religious worſhip, which they may be 
perſuaded will render them acceptable 
to Gold, even in proteſtant ſtates. 


There are two things which max, 
for the preſent, incline them to more 
moderation, in their profeſſions at 
leaſt; one of which is the want of 
power to give their principles tlieir 
tull operation; the other 1 is an appa- 

rent 
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rent inclination of the Sovereigns in 
Roman catholic countries, particularly 
of the Emperor of Germany, to dif- 
courage a number of ſuperſtitions, 
and to lay open a more friendly awd 
and liberal intercourſe with the Pro- 
teſtants, which was heretofore blocked 
up, by many maxims and excluſive 

_ prohibitions of their anceſtors. Whe- 
ther the Roman catholics of England 
have brought themſelves to reliſh 


theſe conciliatory meaſures muſt be 8 


: left to time to determine. 


In the mean time, it is to be ſup- 
poſed, that their principles, merely 
religious, as well as their practices 
founded upon them, continue ſtill to 
be the ſame; and though they may 
have no ill effect at preſent, with re- 
gard to public welfare, muſt ſtill have _ 
a tendency to make evil and uncha- 
ritable impreſſions upon the indivi- 
| duals 


* 
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| duals of that communion, and upon 


5 ſuch perſons as come over to them, 
| with reſpect to their ideas of the ge- 
nuine principles of chriſtianity. Our 


5 Saviour ſays of the Phariſees of his 


time, © in vain do they worſhip me, 


teaching for doctrines the command- 


ments ofmen.” And though this ſnould i 


be a warning to all who preſide in the 


chriſtian churches, of all denomina- 


tions, to be careful how they depart 


from the ſimplicity of the doctrines 
and precepts of the goſpel, adding to 


them ordinances and injunctions, un- 
warranted by any ſcriptural precedent; 


(in which practice, perhaps, ſome 
chriſtian ſocieties, who call themſelves 


Proteſtants, may not be altogether 
blameleſs, and may be in ſome degree 


5 liable to the cenſure of our blend 


Saviour) yet the preſumption of the 
church of Rome, in their traditional 
tenets and injunRions, is out of all 
| com- 
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compariſon more offenſive and diſ- 
graceful to the chriſtian religion, 
than that of any other chriſtian ſo- 
ciety whatever. For which reaſon, it 
can never be unſeaſonable to warn 
thoſe, who deſire to proſecute their 


everlaſting intereſt upon the ſureſt 


foundation, not to be deluded, by 
mere external ſhew of authority, to de- 
ſert the plain rules of the goſpel, by 
ſubſtituting for them, or ſuperadding 
to them, oſtentatious ſervices, which 
are not required at their hand, but 
by thoſe who have profanely uſur ped 


the powers and prerogatives peculiar 


to God alone. It is the buſineſs of 


the enſuing tract to undeceive every 


one who has been miſled to take the 


commandments of men for the doc- 


trines and injunctions of divine Re- 


velation. 


It is to be hoped, that it will be un- 
derſtood that this advice is offered 


0 


oY 
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to the Roman catholics of England, 
with the ſame ſpirit of charity and 
good-will which were the author's 
motives for firſt making it public: no- 
thing more remains for the editor, 
than to wiſh and pray it may have 
a good effect upon thoſe for whole. 


| : ule it is chiefly . 


FRIENDLY 


FRIENDLY and SEASONABLE 


ADVICE, 4. 


| INTRODUCTION. 
M fy Friends and Countrymen, 


T 1s bleed by others, and complalned ; 
1 of by yourſelves, that you lie under 
many inconveniences, by reaſon of your 
ſtiff adherence to thoſe opinions which 
Rome calls Religion: the charges you are 
at to maintain a foreign Juriſdiction, and 
pour want of the communion of thoſe _ 
3 Chriſtians among whom you live, the un- 


A ly 
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eaſy rites impoſed on you here, and the 
great hazard of your ſalvation hereafter, 


are reckoned by others to be evils appen- 
dant to your profeſſing the Faith of that 


Church. But if you yourſelves do not 


feel or not fear theſe things, and ſo ac- 
count them no grievance, yet you are ſen- 
ſible of other preſſures, and frequently 
complain, that your eſtates are obnoxi- 
us to the penalties of the law, and your 


_ perſons expoſed to the general hatred 
of the people. You tell us, you want 


many privileges of other ſubjects, and 
lie under many burthens from which 


others are free: You perceive, that your 


-- aliens are obſerved, your deſigns ſuſs | 
pected, ard your party accuſed to be 


the cauſe of all public evils. How far 
ſome of your own perſuaſion have contri- 
buted her canto I ſhall not take upon me to 
judge; e eiteeming it a more charitable em- 


ployment to offer ſome expedient to free 


you from thoſe {ad effects, which you com- 


plain of, than either to enquire after the } 

cauſe of the nation's general antipathy to 

. Four religion, or r pute about the occaſion 
thereof: 


Ai Gm. . 
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thereof: wherefore, whilſt ſome accuſe your 


Practices, and others deride your Worſhip, 


J have ſo much affection for your Perions, 
as my countrymen, and ſo much charity 
for your Souls, ſince you bear the name of 
_ Chriſtian, as to preſent you with ſome 


uſeful Advice. It is true, the common ap- 


prehenſion concerning you might almoft 
_ diſcourage ſuch an attempt, it being ge- 


nerally believed, that a Roman Catholic's 
prejudice is like theirs in St. Auguſtine, 


« who, being deſcended of miſbelieving 


6 anceſtors, preferred their extraction be- 


„ fore the truth; and like the reſolution | 


of Cotta in 850 who ſays, That no 


c (liſcourſe of either learned or unlearned 


men, ſhould ever remove him from the 
opinion reccived from his fore-fathers, 
„ concerning the worſhip of the immortal 
„Gods“. But I know how many of 


you are maſters of more reaſon than to 


ground your faith upon ſo unceriain a 


foundation: © It is not the part of wiſe 
men, wa faith a learned Father, bs to be en- 


| 0 Cicer. de Natur. Deor. lib. 2. 


. © flaved 
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= flaved to a received opinion, nor addy x 
to give up themſelves to their fathers 
cuſtoms; but to endeavour to find out 


the truth;*” and it is the advice of the 
great Apoſtle, to prove all things, 


and hold faſt that which is good, 


1 Thefſ. v. 21. becauſe it is a © zeal with- 


out knowledge,” and fooliſh obſtinacy *' 


to be confident of that which we never 


did examine. I can eaſily believe your 
ſpiritual guides will eſteem no fin more 
mortal, than to inquire into thoſe prin- 
ciples which you receive from them, and 
they will fcarce allow you the liberty to 
_ peruſe a few lines preſented by ſo chari- 
table a hand: But their prohibitions, me- 


thinks, ſhould make you more ſufpicious 


and inquiſitive, and cauſe you to reſolve q 
to try that coin which ſhuns the touch. _ 
| one, knowing that * truth ſeeks no cor- 
&« ners, and that which is real fears no 


« teſt.” The Church of England puts no 


ſuch reſtraints upon her adherents, nor is 


the unwilling to have her doctrines tried 


> Theodoret. de Curand. Græc. affect. Serm. I. 5 


by 
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by Scripture and the beſt antiquit H be- 
cauſe ſhe finds thoſe are her beſt ſons that 


have inquired moſt narrowly. * Evil needs 


a maſk and diſguiſe,” ſaid the brave Age- 
ſilaus, © but light makes true goodneſs 
to be more illuſtrious and more lovely; 
and a greater than he ſaith, “ Every one 
2? <© that doth evil hateth the light, neither 
„ cometh to the light, leſt his deeds ſhould 
? < be reproved; but he that doth truth 
„ cometh to the light,” John iii. 20, 21. 
If therefore you have but ſo much conſi- 
} deration as to ſuſpect, and fo much cou- 
rage as to examine, I ſhould not be with- 
out hope, that my Advice might take place, 
ſince, as Plato notes,“ Every ſoul is un- 
« willingly deprived of truth, which men 
cannot reſiſt when once it appears unto 
« them.“ I ſhall aſk no more of you than 
to ſearch impartially, whether the doctrines 
wherein you differ from the Church of 
England, _ deſerve ſo firm an aſſent as you 
give them; and he that dares not do this, 
is not a diſciple, but a ſlave. It may be 
thoſe Counſellors may pleaſe the heady 
: Bigots of Four perſuaſion better, who adviſe 
55 1 them 


wholly declined; for I e ra A. 
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them to eaſe their mind by reproaching the 
laws and the government, or to attempt. 
the ſhaking off their grievances by more 
deſperate courſes; but I do not believe 
the wiſer and more ſober Romanifts can ap- 
prove ſuch curſed motions: there are many 
of them too noble to admit ſuch thoughts. 
It is the Stoic's character in Galen, That 
they would rather betray their count 
« than renounce their maxims;” but 1 
take thoſe of your party to be generally of 
a better temper, and therefore I hope you 
will account it to be far more friendly and 
ſeaſonable Advice, to try theſe your prin- 

_ Ciples ſtrictly, before you expole your | 
country or yourſelves to ſuffer all the il! 
conſequences of your rigid maintaining of 

them; and if you once rightly underſtand 
them, I hope you will diſcern they do not 

deſerve to be retained at ſo dear a rate: ſo 
that it is poſſible you may reſolve to quit 
your miſtaken opinions and your real ſuf. 

; ferings together. However, though your 
inquiry ſhall not have this effect, yet this 


trial of your principles ought not to be 


to 3 
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A to examine the Roman Doctrines, if. it 
were but only to declare, that your reli- 
i gion 1s not a blind-and accidental choice; 
and to vindicate yourſelves from the 
charge of the old Samaritans, © who wor- 
0 * _ knew not what,” : 


' SECTION 
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_ Whether the Roman opinions, which differ 
from the Church of * be the Old 
Region? 8 


Doubt not, but thoſe who have been 
educated in the Romiſh Religion, as 
well as thoſe who have inconſiderately 
turned to it, do pleaſe themſelves in fancy- 
ing they are of the O/d Religion, and hence 
they aſſume and appropriate to themſelves 


the name of Catholic, upon this preſump- 
tion, that they do entirely, and in all 
things, agree with the Ancient and Uni- 
verſal Church. Zut, my friends, if you 
have the patience to inquire, you will ſind 
there is no good ground for this perſua- 


ſion; it being evident the Roman is not 


the Old Religion, in any other articles, os” 


only in. thoſe which are found in the 
Apoſtles Creed, or founded upon the plain 


| words of Hly eee for that is the 
Old 
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Old Religion, which God revealed at firſt, | 

and which Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught. 
That is trueſt which was the ſirſt, faith 
Tertullian, „and that was firſt, which was 
% from the beginning *.” S0 St. Cyprian; 


We ought not to regard ſo much, what 


„ ſome others before us have thought fit, 


c as what Chriſt himſelf, who was before 


all, hath done 4.” Now, if that be the 
Old Religion which is taught in the Holy 
Scripture and the Creed, herein the reli. 
gion of Rome cannot pretend to be older 
* than the religion of this Church, becauſe 
we hold all theſe Articles as well as they; 


yea, if the caſe be rightly ſtated, - the 


Church of England's faith is the Old Reli- 
gion, and not that of Rome; for She pro- 
feſſeth, To believe nothing as an Article 
of Faith, but what is read in Holy 
2 Scripture, or may be proved thereby t;” 
but the Roman Church declares, They 
receive traditions with the ſame venera- 
„ tion that they do the Scriptures F$.” S 


* Tertullian. in Martion. lib. 4.——+ Cyprian. ad Ce- 
eilian. Ep. 63.—f Articles of the Church of England, 1 5 


- that | Y 


| Art. 6,—9 Concil. Trident. Sell. 4. 
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| that we hold all the principles of the Old 
Religion, and no other; but they, under 
the pretence of Traditions, have invented 
and added many points to the Old Religion 
which are not mentioned in the Bible, and 
decreed other Articles contrary to the Old 
Religion recorded in Scripture, and all theſe 
are a New Relig'on; and yet theſe are the 
_ doctrines in which we differ. In all the 
principles which are truly the Old Religion 
we and they generally do agree; but if 
you take the religion of the Roman 
Church for the doctrines in which they 
differ from us, it may be juſtly ſaid, they 
are of the New Religion, and we of the 
Old, ſince our religion was recorded in Scrip- 


ture ſeventeen hundred years ago, as our 


Adverſaries ſeem to confeſs, when they call 


us © Scriptuarit, Scripture- men:“ Prateol. 


whereas all that which is properly their re- 

ligion, is of much later date. And that I 

may not be thought to invent this charge, 
or to accuſe the Roman Church wrong- 


fully, I will inſtance in the moſt principal 


of the doctrines wherein we ditfer, and 
bring 
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bring i in your own Doctors as witneſſes of : 
, this truth. 


N That Prayers fo the Saints, are not 
mentioned by Chriſt nor his Apoſtles, is 
confeſſed by Salmeron, Lindan, and Ban- 
nes“. Etherianus faith as much of © pray- 


ers for the dead f. Indulgences are not 
to be found in Scripture, nor in the an— 
tient Doctors, ſay Durandus, Major, Caje- 


tan, and Antoninus 1. Tranſubſtantiation 
itſelf cannot be proved by Scripture, if 
i you will take three Cardinals words for 
it F. And if our deſigned brevity would 
allow it, the like might be proved of all 


the reſt. 


* Salmeron in 1 Tim. cap. 2.——Lindan Panop. 1. 3. 
e. e 2. 1 . qu. 1. Art. 10. concluſ. 2. 


+} Hugo Etherian. de 3 anime. 


t Durand. 4. Sent. diſt. 20. qu. 3.——Major 4. d. 2. 


qu. 2. Cajetan. Opuſc. 15. cp 1.—Anton. part 1. 
fum. tit. 10. cap. 3. 1 | | 2 


| 5 Fither de Captiv. Pabyl.. c. 10.—De Alliaco in 7 I 
dent. qu. 6. art. 1. Ca Ictan. * Suarez. t tom. 3 + Glp. 46. 


But | 
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But we muſt proceed to ſhew, there are 


| ſome New things in the Romiſh Religion, 


directly contrary to the Scripture. The 


taking the Cup from the Laity is con- 


trary to our Saviour's inſtitution, as that 


very Council of Conſtance confeſſeth which 


| firſt enjoined it; for they fay, the Sacra- 
ment ſhall be given in one kind only to the 
people, Non ob/tante, Mc. notwithſtanding 
our Lord did appoint it in both *;” and 
your own authentic vulgar tranſlation, as if 
this innovation had been foreſeen, where 
the Greek only hath, . We are all partakers 

© of one bread, adds (& de uno calice) and 


&« of -one cup: 1 Cor. x. 17. The Vene- 


ration which you give to Imager, ſeems to 
all impartial eyes directly contrary to the 
| ſecond Commandment; and though your 

Prieſts will not directly confeſs it, yet their 
| general leaving out the ſecond Commandment 


1n your Catechiſms, and cutting the tenth 
in two, to keep up the number, and con- 
ceal the omiſſion from the vulgar, is a fair 


evidence, they themſelves ſuſpected that 
this Commandment made againſt them, 


0 Coneil. Conſtant, Sell. 13. 
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one whole chapter, 1 Corinth. xiv. as ſome 


of your own commentators on the place 
confeſs; as alſo the making Saints and 
Angels your Mediators with God, when the 
ſame Apoſtle poſitively ſaith, “ there is 
but one Mediator, viz. Chriſt Jeſus:“ 

1 Tim. ii. 5. All theſe therefore cannot 
rightly be accounted any part of the Old 


Religion, properly ſo called. But if we 


ſhall deſcend lower, theſe, and many other 


points of your Religion are ſo far from 
being the Old Religion, that the writers 


of the Roman Church do acknowledge, 


they were not known to the primitive 

Fathers; yea, they record the very time 
when moſt of them were impoſed. The 
doctrine of Purgatory was firit built upon 
the credit of thoſe fabulous dialogues 

attributed to Gregory the firſt; 
they were his, which many doubt. this 
was ſix hundred years after Chriſt, and it 
was not generally believed in the Church 
ſve hundred years after, as we learn from 


B an 
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and feared others would apprehend it ſo. 
| To theſe you may add, Praying in an un- 
known tongue, which St. Paul condemns in 


or, 1 
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an old hiſtorian *. . And as for the Prayers 


made to deliver Souls from thence (that 
gainful article of your Church) we are told 


by your own authors, that the firſt who 


cauſed them to be appointed by your 


Church, was Odilo Abbot of Clugny, 
an. 1000 f. The worſhipping of God bj 
Images, was not allowed by the ancient 
Fathers, ſay your own authors, Clemangis, N 
Polydore Virgil, and Pereſius Aiala tf. And 
all men know this kind of uſe of Images 


can be derived no higher, as to its being 


decreed, than that deſpicable Council F in 
the eighth century; but both the doctrine 


and the Council alſo was rejected for 


many years after by the French, Engliſh, 
and German Churches ||. Indulgences are 
not ancient, as Biſhop F ier confeſles ; 


* Otto Frifing. 8 an. 1146. 


+ Rauul. Higden Polychron. 1. 6. c. 1 5 —Petrus Da- 


mian. Vit. Odilon. 


Clemanęis de nov. Celebr. II Polydor. Virgil. * 
: Invent. rer. 1. 6. c. 13,—Aiala de Tradit. p. 2. c. de Imag. 5 


+ Concil. ſecundum Nicæn. an. 787. 


|} Hoveden Annal. pars 2 page 495 —Matth, Weſt- 
mon. an. 793. 
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nor is there any good proof in your own 

Z authors for them before the time of Pope 
Alexander III. an 1160, or the Council 
of Clermont however, an. 1096 *; and 
the firſt who made money of them was 


Boniface IX. an. 1390, as Platina and 
Polydore Virgil tell us +; and the firſt 


Jubilee, the great market for them, was 
not an hundred years before t. The forc- 
ing all Prieſis to vow ſingle life, and re- 


nounce their wives, was firſt obtruded 


upon the Church by Pope Hildebrand 8; 
_ « without any precedent, ” faith an old 
hiſtorian, © and, as many thought, of an 
L indiſcreet zeal, contrary to the holy 
Fathers opinion L” anal yet he was 
not obeyed here in England in this for 


above a hundred years after: for our an- 


cient records ſay, © All theſe decrees. 
* availed nothing, for the prieſts by the = 


* Scloppius de Indulg. cap. 12. 
+ Platin. in Vit. Polyd. Virgil de Invent I. 8. cap. 8.. 
Temp. Boniface 8. an. 1300. —Polyd. * ut fupra, 


J. 8. cap. 1. 


§ An. 1074. Matth. Weſtmon. eod. an.—Vinoont. ; 


Spec. Hiſt. I. 24. c. 45.—Antonin. lib. 76. c. 1. ſect. 21. 


{ Sigebert. Chron. ad an. 1074. 
B 2 


9 King's 
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66 King 8 conlent ſtill had their wives, as 
0 formerly *.” Auricular con ifefſion to a 


Prieſt was never impotcd as neceſſary until 


the Lateran Council +: It being little above 


Hitty years before, that we are informed by 
the famous Maſter of the Sentences, and by 


Gro tian your great compiler of the decrees, 


that it was in our choice whether we would 


confeſs to God only, or to the Pricſt alſo t; 


"and-T. Aquinas confefleth this was the. 


opinion then S. Tranſuo/tantiation, the 


diſcriminating doctrine of your preſent 


Church, was not held by the Fathers, as 


your own Doctors acknowledge „ and 


one of the infallible heads of your Church 
affirms, That the Elements ceaſe not to 
<« be of the ſubſtance and nature of Bread 
and Wine **,” | The Schoolmen confets 


„ Hiſtor. 1 an. 1127. ap. Spelm. T. 2. p- 36. 


+ Concil. Later. Can 21. an. 1215. 


Peter Lomb. I. 4. ſentent. diſt. 77.—Gratian de 


Peenit. dift. 1. c. 89. circ. au. 1150. 
$ Tho. Aqu. in 4. Sent. diſt. 17. 
|| Gelafius Pap. de duabus Naturis contra FEutych. 


** Gregor. de Valent. de Tranſub. lib. 2. cape 1 
Cardin, Culan. Exercit. | 6. 
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wy Tranſubſtantiation is not ancient“; and 


two of the moſt famous of them plainly 


deny it + The adminiſtering the Sacrament 


in one lind, is no older than the Council of 


Conſtance (as was noted before) f; the 


practice of the whole Church and of: Rome 


itſelf being otherwiſe till then $: Finally, 
many things were never decreed and im- 
poſed as neceſſary to be believed till the 
| late Council of Trent; ſuch as the equal- 

ling 4pecryphal books and traditions to the 
undoubted canon of Scripture, Fu/tification 
by the merit of good works, &. Which 
Council of Trent was never fully owned 
by the Catholics of France ||; nor was it 


ever received as a lawful Council by this 


Engliſh nation. 


It would be too tedious to run over all 


the reſt of thoſe points wherein the Roman 
differs from the Engliſh Church, or elſe it 
might be thewed, that the . to Nome, 


* Ap. Suarez. tom. r. in Euch. diſp. 5 
Þ+ Scotus in 4. Sent. cap. II. qu. 3. and. in 4. Sent. 
diſt. 1o. qu. 1. n. 13. I An. 1415. | 
ST. Aquin. in Johan. 6.-Alphonſ. a Caſt. adv. bet J. 6. 
|} Bochell. de Deer. Ecclef. Gallic, 1. 5. tit 20. > 
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and the Pope? 5 univerſal ce, Veneratien 3 
of Relicks, Invocation of the B Bleſſed Virgin, 5 
Pilgrimages, &c. were wholly unknown to 
the three firſt centuries, as the ingenuous 
 Romaniſts will confeſs, and our writers 
have largely proved. By all which it ap- 
pears, that the old Religion of Rome, = 
the firſt three hundred years, had no 
formal Invocation of Saints nor Angels; = 
| Purgatory, nor Prayers to be delivered 
| thence; no Images, no Tranſubſtantiation, 
no half Communion. no Fubilees, no Indul- 
gences, no conſtrained Celibacy, no Prayers 
in an unknown Tongue, no cuſtomary guri- 
cular Corfeſſion, no Apo:rypha in her canon 
of Scripture, nor the reſt. Now if you 
ſtrip your Church of theſe doctrines, ſhe 
retains ſcarce any thing, but the proteſtant 
articles of the Church of England; But if 
you take Rome with theſe additions, her 
Religion is not ſo old by far as the Reli- 


gion of this Church. Perhaps it will be 


pretended, « though theſe decrees were 
« made in later ages, yet the determina- 
« tions were made by virtue of apoſto-h 
« lical Traditions preſerved i in the Roman 
92 Church | 
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Church from the very beginning ;” and : 
upon this pretence your late writers of 
| controverſy have generally laid aſide all 


arguments from Scripture and ancient Fa- 
thers, and reſolve all into oral Tradition 


and the Infallibility of the Roman Church, 
But what is this but to confeſs, that the 
_ Scriptures, the ancient Fathers, and all 
written records, which are impartial wit- 


neſſes, do make againſt them? only theſe 


unknown traditions, which are only in 
their own keeping, and may be of their 
own deviſing, theſe, they fay, bear witneſs 


for them, which is to make themſelves 


Judges in their own cauſe ; and may juſtly 
oOccaſion your enquiry, whether the former 
Popes knew of theſe traditions or no: If 
not, how then came the later Popes to the 
| knowledge of them? If they knew of them 


of old, why did they let them ſleep fo 


long, and ſufler the Church to err for ſo 
many years for want of them? Did they 


diſcharge their univerſal Headſhip well in 


this concealment ? But in very truth it is 


evident, the firſt Popes knew of no ſuch 
traditions, and the later Popes have in- 
vented 
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vented them to ſupport their new deſigns; Y 
Which appears by the ancient Popes de- 
claring directly contrary to theſe pre- 
_ tended apoſtolical traditions, of which 
take a few Examples : Pope Gaius writes, 
That the righteouſneſs of the Saints 
© avails nothing to our pardon or juſtifi- 
_ © cation *;” Pope Gelaſius denies Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, as was noted juſt now +; 


the famous Gregory the great faith, 


„He himſelf was the Emperor's ſervant, 
and owed him obedience | ; ; and de- 
clares, © that God had given the Em- 
« peror power over prieſts as well as 

c others“ S. The ſame Pope diſowns the 

title of univerſal Biſbop, as unfit for him 

or any other [. He alſo determines, 
<« that it is lawful for ſuch of the Clergy 
as cannot contain, to marry **;” and he 

_ allows Images for hiſtory and memory 


* Gaii. Epiſt. 3 al Felicemz ap. Biniurn, tom. I, 
page 173. 

+ Gelaſ. de duabus Nat. contr. Eutych. 

Greg. Mag. Epiſt. ad Maurit. lib. 2. Ep. 61. 

6 Idem ad Theod. lib. 2. Ep. 64 

1] Idem ad Eulog. lib. 7. Epiſt. 30. 

** Reſpond. a ad Oy ſecundam Aug. Cantuarienſ. 
only ; 


Rd 
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only“. A later than he alſo in the canon 


Law decrees, that in ſuch Dioceſs, where 


there be people of divers languages, 
„The Biſhop ſhall provide fit men to 


* celebrate divine oflices, and miniſter the 
« Sacraments of the Church according to 


_ © the diverſity of rites and variety of 


« their languages .“ The aforeſaid Pope 


Gregory the firſt affirms, that the book 


of Maccabecs is not canonical f; and as 


well the ordinary gloſs, as the old edi- 
tions of the Bible which were allowed by 
the Roman Biſhops, and uſed in that 
Church before the Council of Trent, do 
all diſtinguiſh between the canonical 
books, and thoſe which the proteſtant 
Church now call Apocrypha$. Yet the 
contrary to all theſe hath been afterwards 
decreed upon Pretence of being 8 5 


Ad g geren. lib. 7. Epiſt. 109. | 

+ Decretal. Greg. I. 1. tit. 31. cap. 14. _ 

Gregory Mag. Expoſ. Job, I. 19. cap. 17. fas 
$8 Gloff. Ordin. an. 1200, in Przfat. de libris Canon, 
ct non Canon.——Bibha Complutenſ, in Pref. a Card. 
- Ximenio approb. a Leone x. an. 1502,—Biblia Vulg. 
_ edit. Bafil. cum Gloſſ. Ord. an. 1506.—Biblia S. Pag- 
nini & Birkmanni, & Vatabli r Rob. — an. 14. 


tra- 
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traditions; by which account you may 
| fee, if your prejudices hinder not, that the 
__ preſent Roman Church, as it differs from 
the Church of England, retains neither 


the old Religion of the Scriptures, nor 


that of the primitive Church in general, 
nay, nor that of the ancient Church of 


Rome; for they have omitted ſome 


points, i others, and altered ſo many, 
that though Rome keep the old Name, it 
doth not keep the old Faith. We may 
nov ſeek Rome in the midf of Rome,” 
as Juvencus Vitalis ſaid ; „nor can it be 
denied,“ faith another, © but the Roman 
Church is not a little different from its 
* ancient beauty and fplendor” *. There 


is not the faith, the manners, nor the 
worſhip of the primitive Roman Church ; 


and therefore, according to.St. Ambroſe, 


they that have not Peter's Faith cannot 
* ſucceed to Peter's Inheritance t; and as 


St. Hierome obſerves, © they are not the 
Sons of the Saints who poſſeſs their 
e places, but they which follow their 


„ Caſſander de Officio boni Viri. 
+ Ambroſ. de Pœnitent. lib. 1. cap. 6. 


« works; 


QA ÞB 3 20 
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c works;” and “ that only,” faith Lac- 


tantius, © is the Catholic Church which 


e retains the true worſhip of God“. 
You might have ſeen and heard in Rome 
of old, a Biſhop without a triple Crown 


or the title of univerfal, Churches without 
images, Prieſts under no vows of {ſingle 


lite, Litanies without any names of ſaints 
or ora pro nobis, the Maſs celebrated in a 


known tongue, Bibles calling divers books 
Apocrypha, which are now reckoned ca- 
nonical ſcripture; People not enſlaved by 


> auricular confeſſion, not debarred of the 


cup, not frighted with purgatory, nor 


impoveriſhed with purchaſing prayers and | 
indulgences to fave them from thence, &c. 


To conclude therefore, why may you 
not juſtly defert them, who have in fo 
many things departed from the Old Re- 
ligion, taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
believed by the ancient Fathers, and re- 
ceived by the firſt and beſt Biſhops of that 


| fame Church? If you defire to be really of 


=o LaRtant. Inſtit. lib. 4. cap. ult. 
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the Old Religion; nay, if vou would 


hold the faith of the primitive Roman 


Church, you may come much nearer to it, 
by embracing the Religion of your own. 


country, than by retaining the opinions 
of the modern Church of Rome, which 


are moſt of them meer innovations; and 
though you have reverenced them while 
you ſuppoſed them ancient and apoſtolical, 
et we hope you will now renounce them 
when they are evidently diſcovered to be 
_ Gibeonites diſguiſed on purpoſe to deceive, 


and that, notwithſtanding their mouldy 
pretences, as if they had come from far 
and were deſcended from ancient times, 
their true original is much later and nearer 


to this preſent age. 


And now, 1 it will he eaſy to 


determine, that as the Roman is not the 
Old Religion, ſo neither ought the Pro- 
feſſors of it to appropriate to themſelves 
the name of Catholic. For whether we 
take it in the primary and grammatical 


ſenſe for univerſal, or in its COMMON AC- 


ceptation for true believers, che Romaniſt 
hath 
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hath no peculiar right to this venerable 


title: Firſt, becauſe their faith in thoſe 
points wherein it differs from the Church 
of England is not univerſal; for the Chri- 
ſtians holding the faith of Rome, are not 
above a fourth part of thoſe-that believe 


in Chriſt; which account we thus make 


out: Firſt, Bellonius, a Romaniſt, and 


one whoſe book was licenced at Antwerp, 


aſſerts © that the ritcs of the Greek Church 


<« ſpread wider than thoſe of the Latine *;” 


and the judicious Mr. Breerwood proves, 
the Greeks do far exceed f. The worthy 
Sir Edwin Sands affirms that“ the Greek 
„Church in number exceeds any other— 


and the Proteſtants in number and cir- 


© cuit of territory are very near equal to 


the papal part; to which may be 


added all thoſe Chriſtians in Afia and 
Africa, which are neither of the Roman 
nor of the Greek Church, and which are 


| reckoned vp by the aforeſaid Mr. Breer- 


* Bdlonii obſer. Ib. 1. cap. 35. 

* Enquiries, chap. 18. pag. 139. | 

E * * (mihi) pag. 268, 269. | 
* ES | wood 
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wood, * making up a number as great as 
any of the former: fo that reckoning the 
Greek Church fur one part, the Prote- 


ſtants for another part, and thoſe Aſian 


and African Chriſtians for another part, 
and then the Romaniſts are but only one 
Fourth part of ſuch as believe in Chriſt; 
and it is very odd to ſay, that the fourth 
part is the whole: And ſurely, my friends, 


you cannot ſeriouſly think the Roman 


Church to be the univerſal or catholic 
Church in this ſenſe, when you remember 


that the Pope's authority is not acknow- 
ledged by the generality of thoſe Chriſtians 
living in England, Scotland, and Ireland, 


with the Plantations thereunto belonging; 


nor by thoſe of Denmark and Sweden; 


nor by thoſe of Tranſylvania, Walachia 
and Moldavia; nor by the large Church of 
Ruſſia; nor by the populous States and 
Provinces of the Dutch, with their many 
Plantations abroad; nor by at leaſt five 
parts of fix of the vaſt country of upper 
Germany; nor r by two parts of three of the 


. *® Enquies, chap. 19, 20, It 43,2 23 245 and 25, from 


Pag. 1397 to pag. 182. 
| Halls 
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3witzers; nor by thoſe of Geneva and 
Piedmont; nor by very many in France, 


| Hungary, Poland, Sc. How many mil- 
lions of Chriſtians are there in the Eaſtern 


World who have no dependence on the: 


Roman Church? The Chriſtians of the 
Greek Church, properly ſo called, under 
the three Patriarchs of Conſtantinople,. 

Alexandria and Antioch, thoſe of Arme- 
nia, who are profeſſed enemies of Rome, 
and yearly excommunicate the Pope; the 


Georgian Chriſtians, with many other 


leſſer names in Aſia, the Abaſſine Chriſti- 


ans in Africa; all theſe are not of the 


communion of the Roman Church, and 5 
therefore, how can that Church ee 
to the title of univerſal, or catholic in this 


ſenſe? But ſecondly, if you ſay you are 
Catholics, that is, true Believers in all 
points; I deſire you to conſider, that none 


ſay ſo but yourſelves, and it is ſuſpicious 
< their witneſs is not true, who bear wit 


* neſs to themſelves,” St. John v. 31. 


and where ſo many articles of Faith are 
new, it is probable ſome are falſe; ſince 
the oldeſt chings in Religion are ws trueſt 


„„ and 
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5 and the beſt: So that upon the whole in- „ 
quiry, the Church of England may more 
juſtly claim the title of catholic, becauſe 


the principles thereof are few and clearly 


deduced from Scripture, believed in the 
primitive Church, and univerſally received 
by all ſorts of ins, who differ in 
ſome ceremonies; but for the points, 
which this Church accounts neceſſary to 
ſalvation, the whole chriſtian world gene- 
rally agrees in them. And ſince the reli- 
gion of the Church of England is the moſt 


ancient and moſt univerſal, you will be 


more truly of the Old Religion, and more 
properly ſtiled Catholics by embracing the 

faith profeſſed in your own country, and 
diſowning thoſe who damn all Chriſtians 
but them of their own party, although it 
| be evident there are in the world, Chriſti. 


ans far more in number than they, and 


among thoſe many equal in learning and 
ſuperior in piety to the beſt of the Roman 
Church, who for all this are reprobated 


and ſentenced to eternal flames by their 
uncharitable Anathemas. 


e 


Thether the ſaid opinions were not introduced: 


* evil ends © 


A Lthough Al e of fact, 
and acknowledged by your own: 
writers, yet I muſt expect, the venerable 
eſteem you have ſo long had for the Ro- 
man Church, will make you flow to 
believe this deſerved charge of innova- 
tion; and perhaps you. will wonder how _ 
ſo pure, ſo celebrated, and ſo orthodox a. 
Church, as Rome primitive was, ſhould. 
vary ſo much from her firſt faith: yet 
ſince the change is ſo evident, and ſo well 
atteſted, I hope at leaſt your curioſity will 
tempt you to inquire, firſt, for what ends 
ſhe ſhould bring in theſe new doctrines; _ 
ſecondly, by what means they became ſo 
generally believed; thirdly, of what na- 
ture the things themſelves are; fourthly, 5 
whether there be authority ſuſticient in 
TS Þ © the 
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the Roman Church to impoſe them on the 


whole chriſtian world ; fifthly, whether 


the Catholics of England ought to be 


_ ſwayed by that authority to embrace 
them: And if in examining theſe par- 


ticulars any thing ſhall be ſpoken which 


ſounds harſhly to your ears, accuſtomed 


to hear nothing but encomiums of Rome, 
1 ſhall defire you to conſider, that truth 


is ſeldom grateful to offenders; and I 
muſt ſay with one of the writers of the 


Popes' lives, © We relate theſe things be- 
_ © cauſe they were done, and if the Popes 
would not have baſe or evil things re- 


ported of them, they muſt do no ſuch 


ee things, or if they do them, not fancy 
„they can be ſo concealed, as that they 


„ ſhall not be known nor related to poſte- 


* rity *.”? For my own part, I profeſs, I Þ 
take no delight in accuſation ; nor ſhall I Þ 
ſay any thing out of malice to that church, 


but out of pity to the ſouls of thoſe who 


without reaſon dote upon it: Firſt, there- 
fore, if you * What ends the Ro- 


, Papyrius Maſſon, de Vit. Pont. 
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man Church could have to bring in theſe 
new doctrines, I reply, the firſt decay of 


that Church began in her manners: © For 
_ & after there were chriſtian magiſtrates,” 

ſaith St. Bierome, © the Church became 
„ fuller of riches and emptier of virtue *.” 


And for the Roman Bithops, they began 
very early © to affect a dominion beyond 


the bcunds of prieſthood,” as Socrates 


notes +; which made St. Baſil ſay, four- 


teen hundred years ago, „hate the pride 


of that Church,“ and cauſed a heathen 
hiſtorian of that age to ſay, „the Roman 
< Biſhops were richly clad, carried in 
© litters, and profuſe in their feaſtings §. 85 
But the faults of that age were ſmall in re- 


ſpect of aftertimes, for as their wealth and 


power increaſed, their manners grew {till 


worſe and worſe, as we find by the com- 
plaints of Salvian and many others, till at 


length about the year 900, your own Ba- 
ronius Gith, © The face of the Roman | 


.» Hieronym. Vita Malach. 

I Socrat. hiſt. lib. 7. c. 17. 8 | 
J Baſil. Epiſt. IO. & Baronius, tom. 4. an. 327. Set. 42> 
Ammian. Marcellin. hiſt. lib. 27. — 
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3 Church was become moſt filthy, when 
„ lewd and potent Courtezans ſwayed All. 
there, at whoſe pleafure Sees were 

changed, Biſhops placed, and, which is 

* horrid to pious ears, their Paramourswere - 
* thruſt into St. Peter's Chair, falſe Popes 
„ which only ſerve to fill up ſo great a 
e ſpace of time in the catalogue of Roman 


0 Biſhops * ; *;” and a writer who lived in 


thoſe times tells us, © the world was 
„amazed at the manners of the Ro- 
mans f; © it is ſtrange,” ſaith another 
hiſtorian, © how far in that age they were 
« degenerated from the piety of the old 


| « Popes};” © this age,” as another ſpeaks, 


Was eſpecially unhappy in this, that for 
e about an hundred and fifty years, there 


„ were ſifty Popes wholly fallen from the 


« virtue of their predeceſſors, being diſ- 
„ orderly and apoſtatical rather than-apo- 
« ſtolical$;?” and, if our brevity would 
permit it, we could ſhew out of Platina, 


* Baron. Annal. tom. 10. an. 912. ſec. 8. 


4 Gerbert. Epiſt. 40. ad N Rom. Feel. Diacon. : 


I Sabellicus, Ennead. 9. I. | 
6 Gencbard. Chronolog. lib. 4. 19. Secul. init. 
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52 Onuphrius, and others of your own Writers, 


that there was no reformation in all the 


| ages, while theſe new doctrines were in 
coining. Now it is the great Philoſopher” 8 
obſervation, . That wickedneſs is deſtruc- : 
„tive of good principles *,” ſo that it 
is no wonder, if in ſuch decays of piety, 
and ſuch a flood of iniquity, the Roman 


Church did bring in many new articles 
ſuitable to her manners; and I think 


{ when pride, luxury, and covetouſneſs poſ- 
ſeſs the Chair, we can hardly expect any 
other laws, but ſuch as ſhall gratify theſe 
affections: And the practices as well as 


the decrees of Rome, for divers of the 
later centuries have ſo apparently tended 


| this way, that it hath been taken notice 


of by all thoſe of her own communion, 


whoſe affetion hath not robbed them of 
| their diſcerning powers; yea, even in 
catholic countries it hath abated much of 
| the reverence formerly paid to that See, 


by reaſon the deſigns thereof are ſo appa- 


rently ſecular, tending not to the ſalva- 


Axiſtot. Ethic. lib. 6. 
ö tion 
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tion of ſouls, but the ſupport. of their 
own grandeur:: Which makes me admire 
our Engliſh Romaniſts ſhould hug their 
chains, and adore thoſe who abuſe their 


well- meaning devotion with articles of 


faith, ſerving rather to carry on the de- 


5 figns of the impoſers, than the ſalvation 
of their over-credulous believers.. Me- 
thinks an eaſy apprehenſion might diſco- 


ver, that the Roman guides govern you 
by principles that have more of Machi- 


vel in them, than of Conſcience or Gol- 


pel- ſimplicity, and a little conſideration 
will inform you, that thoſe things which 
they teach you to call Religion, are arts 
to enſlave and impoveriſh you, and en- 
gines to advance themſelves to the higheſt 
pitch of honour and abundance. St. Ber- 
nard, though a great friend'to the Roman 
Church, ſaw this, when he ſaid, © At 
Rome all regard is given to honour, 
but to holineſs none at all*.” Were 
this the fault of particular mens' evil ma- 
nagement, from which no ſociety is free, 


* Bernard. de Conſid. . 4. C. 2. | 


it 
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it were more excuſable, but there are 
doctrines added to the old catholic faith, 
(even moſt of the tenets wherein they 
differ from the Church of England) which 
are plain artifices to increafe the power 
and wealth of Rome: Doctrines for which 
they diſpute with us upon Demetrius's 
principle, becauſe” thereby they have 
© their gain,” Af. xix. 25; and many 
think the guides of your Church contend. 
for ſome of theſe principles, not becauſe 
they believe them, but becauſe it is their 
intereſt the people ſhould be perſuaded 
of them, which makes them ſecretly 
Javgh at their cr edulity who will be im- 
poſed on by them, as that great Cardinal 
did, when he gave the people who flocked 


about him his benediction in theſe words, 
Qui vult decipi decipiatur ; And it is a vile 


fulpicion of this which we may gather 


from that obſervation of Hoſpiman, © That 
jn Italy the name Chri//ian is uſed for 


<« an Idiot or Fool*.” But to be more 
particular, let us look over ſome inſtances 
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of ſuch new doctrines as are — in the 
| Roman Church tor ſecular ends. 


8 We begin with the doarine of implicit 
Faith, or believing as the Church believes, 
a doctrine unknown in St. Cyril's time, 
who ſpeaking to his young Chriſtians, bids 
them © not meerly believe the things he 
„ ſpoke, becauſe he affirmed them, unleſs 
he did demonſtrate them to be ſo out of 
the divine Scripture *.” And truly this 
novel doctrine may agree with Pythago- 
ras's ipſe dixit, and is a good ſhelter for Pa- 
ganiſm, the beſt argument for which, Bak 
bus ſaith, is this, © that he had received 
dit from his fore-fathers 4.” The Jewiſh 
Rabbins told their diſciples, © They muſt be- 
lieve whatever they taught them, though 
_ © they ſhould ſay that their right hand 
as their left?” and it was becoming 
enough in Apelles the Heretic to charge 
his ſeduced ſcholars, * not to examine 
his principles by reaſon ? :” But it is 
below the honour of true religion to deſire 


* Cyril, Catecheſ. 4. p. 84. £ 
+ Cicero de Natur. Deorum. J. 3. 
* Euſcb. hilt. lib. 5. Co 13. 95 
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to be taken upon truſt; fo that this doc- 
trine is a policy of your prieſts to ſecure 


their evil principles from being enquired 
into, and a device to make you depend on 


them as infallible oracles, who can by this 


means lead you blind-fold whither they 


will, and impoſe any thing on you which 


ſerves their intereſt, under the pretence 
of true Religion. . Secondly, auricular 
_ Confeſſion to a prieſt was voluntary of 


old, and only uſed in caſe of a troubled 


conſcience, or a ſtrong temptation: But 
it is now made neceſſary at ſtated times, 


in all probability to make the prieſt maſter 


of every man's ſecrets, to diſcover the 


leaſt inclination of their Proſclytes to leave 
them, to keep the laity in awe, and make 


them venerate and depend upon thcir ſpi- 1 


ritual guide, who hereby hath them at 
his mercy, and their doctors do aflirm, 


e that in ſome caſes it is lawful to diſ- 


ce cover what is revealed to them in con- 


„ feſſion, eſpecially if it concern the Ro- 
„ man Church *:” And thus they have 


* Al. Hal. Par. 4. d. 28. mem. 2. art. 2.—Panorm. c. 


Omnis, de pen. K rem. n. 24. . Soto de. rat. deteg. 


Secr. mem. 2. J 4. 


| an 
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an intelligencer! in che breaſt of every grea eat 


man of their communion. The exempting 
the regular clergy from their law ful Biſhops? 
juriſdiction, which St. Barnard complains 


of as an unjuſt thing“, and the freeing 


eccleſiaſtics from their natural Princes? au- 


thority is, that the Pope may have ſub- 
jects numerous and potent to give intel- 


| Hgence and abet his intereſt in the bowels 
of all kingdoms. The Pope's Supremacy, 
Appeals to Rome, the Collation of Beni- 
ſices, and other Preferments, the creating 


their Maker in the Maſs, with many 

others, do all aim at the honour of the 
church of Rome, and the making its 
moſt inferiour prieſts revered. But becauſe 
the honour of the church of Rome can- 


not be maintained without vaſt riches, F 


it is obvious to all, that many of their 
new doctrines and practices have been in- 


troduced with deſign to fill the church's 


treaſuries; or, if ignorance and ſuperſti- 


tion were the mother of theſe gainful de- 


vices, it is certain covetouſneſs hath been 
an oflicious nurſe unto them; as in the 


of . de Conſd. lib. 3. c. 4. | 


caſe 
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| caſe of Purgatory, and prayers to deliver i 
ſouls from thence, a novel fancy, feared 
and ſuſpected at firſt by ſome, but coun- 
tenanced and decreed by that church, 
thereby to oblige the people to give libe- 
rally for themſelves or their deceaſed 
friends, to thoſe who ſell their prayers ſo 
| commonly that they occaſioned that Pro- 
| verb, no penny, no Pater naſter. It is 
impoſſible to reckon the vaſt fums * 
this opinion brings in, for ſo many Maſes, 
Diriges, Requiems, for thoſe Trentals, Obits, 
and Anniverſaries, which the deluded Ro- 
maniſts purchaſe, with oblations of houſes 
and lands, plate, veſtments, jewels, images, 
and ready. money. And it is very re- 
markable, that the fear of loſing this in- 
come was one main impediment to re- 


ſtrain the Pope from yielding to a Re- 


| formation. To theſe may be added the 
doctrines of images and invocation of 
ſaints, with the reports of miracles done 


at certain places, and the device of Canoni- 


zation by the Pope, an honour that none 
of the ſaints for the firſt five or fix cen- 
E turies ever had; but certain it is, that peo- 
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ple being perſuaded of miracles wrought | 


on earth, and interceſſion made in heaven, 


by theſe ſaints, do undertake pilgrimages 
to theſe places, and make oblations there; 
or elſe ſend their offerings, if they cannot 
go: And this in ſo exceſſive degrees, that 
there have been, and are ſome ſhrines, 


Which outvie the treaſuries of the greateſt 


Princes of Europe; we may inſtance in 
Thomas Becket's at Canterbury *, and the 
ſtill famous Lady of Loretto f. The re- 


licks alſo of all other ſaints, yea, ſuch as 
are ſaid to belong to Jefus himſelf, have 


been formerly carried about to collect mo- 


. ney, yea, ſold for great ſums, and are ac- 


counted marketable ware, and very gain- iſ 


ful commodities in the Ken: Church. 
The year of Jubilee and diſtribution of 


indulgences are uſed as devices to get 
money, as your own writers complain f. 
The Pope's pretences to a power of dil- 


penſing with vows and oaths, leagues and 


contracts, marriages in prohibited degrees, 


* Antiq. Canterb. fol. 247» 
I Laſſel's Voyage to Italy. N 
Polydor. Virgil. de Invent. 1.8. c. r. 


Kc. 
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: &c. All his coffers with ſilver, and his 
court with ſuitors. The taking money 


for penances, and granting abſolution 
upon it for notorious ſins, is fo known an 
infamy, that we have the very book in 


our hands, copied out of the original in 


the Apoſtolic Chamber, ſetting down the 
rates and ſums to be paid for abſolution 
from the moſt horrid wickedneſſes; and 


to convince us that money is che only 
thing ſought by the Church in theſe abſo- 
lutions, the ſaid book tells us, that “ theſe 


acts of Grace cannot be granted to the 
poor, who have nothing, and therefore 
cannot be comforted *.* And though 


the prieſts and friars have theſe and many 
more ways to draw moncy from the peo- 
ple, yet the Pope uſes them but as ſpunges, 


to ſuck in wealth from others, that he 


may ſqueeze it into his own coffers after- 


wards: For it is ſcarce within the reach 
of arithmetic what ſums the Roman 
Church receives from the inferior clergy 


and Biſhops for inſtitutions, confirmations, 


inveſtitures, palls, fir {t-fruits, tenths, bee. g 


* Vide Taxam cameræ apoſtol. Impreſſ. Parikis. ; 


83 : the 
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the very tenths and firſt- fruits formerly 
I enjoyed by the Pope, amounting in this 
nation, as we now compute them, to 
above 20, oool. fer ann. and in the time 
of the Roman juriſdiction here, the clergy 
paid him a fifth part of their livings, 

ſometimes for two or three years beſide ; 
and for the Engliſh Biſhops, their ſub- 
jection to Rome coſt them dear, Walter 


Grey Archbiſhop of York paying ten 


thouſand pounds ſterling for his Pall“; 
and it was complained in the 23d of 
Henry VIII. that the Papacy had received 
out of England i in about forty years paſt, 
for inveſtitures of Biſhops only, threeſcore 
thouſand pounds f. And the doctrine of 

forcing all prieſts to renounce marriage, is 
maintained by the policy of the Roman 
court, that they may not only proſit by 
them living, but be their heirs when they 


die, there being no other good reaſon to 


be given for this rigid impoſition, for 
ſure they will not ſay it is ſimply unlaw- 
ful for prieſts to 1 ſince Pius the 


i Matth. Pail. pag. 274. TE 
4 L. Herbert. haſt, Hens VIII. p. 230. 


ſecond 
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| ſecond affirmed, © they may be allowed 


* to marry *;” and their great canoniſt 
1 there 4 is as great reaſon to allow 
5 &« prieſts marriage now, as ever there was 
« to reſtrain it J.“ What then! do they 


forbid it that Prieſts may be more pure ? 


that cannot be the reaſon, becauſe St. Paul 
faith, © Marriage defiles not,“ Heb. xii. 4. 
and fornication, which certainly doth de- 
file, is tolerated, if not allowed t, and 
called a venial ſin &: however reputed by 
their caſuiſts a lefler ſin in the prieſt, than 
marriage ||. And how pure this doctrine 
makes your clergy, let experience and 
your own Writers teach you: © There 
% are many” ſaith St. Bernard“ who can. 
not be hid for their multitude, nor do 


they ſeek to be concealed through their 
00 rg who being Kept from nup- 


* Pius II. in Geſtis Concil. Baſil. vide i item Plain in | 


£jus vita, p. 329- 
+ Panormitan. de Clericis conjug. Can, cum olim. 
+ Decret. P. Alex. I. 3. tit. 2. c. 3. 
9 Gloff. ad Gratian. diſt. 32. e. 5. 


I, Ibid, diſt, 34. Can. 7. —Cofterus enchirid. de celbet. 
cap. 8 
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tial remedies, run into all filthineſs *. 9 
There are few free” faith another © in 
(c theſe days from the crime of fornica- 
* tion g, the Pope thinking it almoſt a 
miracle ſome ages ſince to hear a candidate 


for a Biſhopric atteſted to be a pure vir- 


gin f. The true reaſon therefore of this 

doctrine, which occaſions ſo much wick 

| edneſs, we may learn from the canon 
law, which allows not regular Biſhops 


to diſpoſe of their eſtates by will, nor 


| Others of the clergy to be too free of their 
alms in their ſickneſs &, how carneſtly ſo. 
ever they exhort the laity thereunto : 


And thus the Church becomes their heir: 


and * theſe ſpoils of the clergy,” as they 
very ſignificantly term them © which fall 


to the Church at their deaths, amount 
to a good round ſum,” as a judicious 


author obſerves ||. I cannot expreſs one 


| half of thoſe arts which the Roman Church 


* Bern. de Converſ. ad Cleric. cap. 29. 

+ Gloff. ad Gratian. diſt. 82. c. 5. 

* Matth. Pariſ. hiſt. Ann. 1234. 72 
9 Decretal. Gregor. lib. 3. de Teſtam. tit. 26. cap. 75 9. 
ll TD: _— pag. 197. 
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certain it is, they do draw a maſs of trea- 


ſure annually from the countries under 
their yoke, inſomuch that it was com- 
plained of to the council of Spain, that 


Pope Pius V. © had got fourteen millions 


cout of that kingdom i in a ſhort ſpace *;” 
and in the time of Henry III. of England 
it was computed, that © the Pope's reve- 


© nue out of this nation exceeded the 


King's y;“ and another time complaint 
was made by the Engliſh, that “there 


« went threeſcore thouſand marks yearly 


cut of his land to Rome f.“ I ſhall not 
mention the frauds and cruelties uſed in 


collecting this money, only one thing that 
Johan. Sariſburienſis, a great bigot of the 


Pope's, and a hot ſtickler in Becket's 


cauſe, aſſures us, that the legates of 


the apoſtolical ſeat, did tyrannize over 
the provinces, as if the Devil” faith he 
Vwere gone out from the preſence of the 


* Europ. Specul. pag. 198. 
＋ Antiquitat. Britain. p. 178. 
45 Matth. Nit pag. 667. & Epift. Anglor, ad Innocent. 


66 Lord 


45 
hath to drain both clergy and laity : But 


46 apvice To THE: ROMAN 


« Lord to ſcourge the Church *.” Yet to 
oppoſe theſe officers of the Pope, i is reck- 
_ _oned at Rome the moiſt mortal ſin : No 
wonder then can it be, that Pope Six 
tus V. in five years time got together five 
millions of crowns, as Ciracella informs 
nus, four millions of which his ſucceſſor 
Gregory XIV. waſted in pomp and riot in 
leſs than ten months time f. And indeed 
they ſpend theſe facred treaſures as badly 
as they get them; the very Popes them- 


all the little neighbouring principalities, 


to raiſe their nephews and nieces, if not 


tunes: So that there is little of holineſs 
left in them but in an empty title, it being 
a little above an hundred years ſince one 
fſaid, No man at this day looks for 
„ holineſs in the Popes; they are ac- 
counted excellent if they be tolerably 
7 or leis wicked than other men 


* Sariſb. 88 lib. 5. C. . 16. 
+ Europ. 1 82 P- 263. 


. Gare. 


ſelves of late deſigning only to ſwallow 5 
and to make themſelves Temporal Princes, 


ſons and daughters, and advance their 
families to the higheſt dignities and for- 
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«© ire. And the reſt of his clergy and 


people are ſuitable; for, © it cannot be dif. 


« ſembled” faith a late exact obſerver © that 
the whole country is ſtrangely overflow- 
ed with wickedneſs, with filthineſs of 


e ſpeech, with beaſtlineſs of actions; both 
= governours and ſubjects, both prieſts and 


ce friars, each ſtriving as it were with 


other in an 1mpudence therein +.” But 
I will not purſue this moſt ungratefal 
- ſubject, which I profeſs I do not relate out 

of any envy, or delight in telling fuch fad 
ſtories; but I am forced to ſay theſe un- 
pleaſing truths to reſcue your ſouls from 


thoſe who ſerve the ends of their ambi- 


tion and covetouſneſs out of your devo- 

tion; from thoſe who perſuade you to 
call that Religion which maintains them 
in the higheſt plenty and luxury; from 


thoſe who decree, that good works merit 


falvation, not becauſe they believe this 
doctrine, (for if they did, they would do 
more good works themſelves) but becauſe 
this 8 e the . 1 the 


* Papyr. Maſſon. in Vit. Juli 317. an. 1550. 
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Church's treaſures, and hath made the 


old pious and poor prieſts and deacons of 


Rome, illuſtrious Cardinals, who in mag- 
nificence and pomp dare vie with the 


greateſt eſtates of Chriſtendom ; and their 


great Maſter ſcorns to have Kings and 


Emperours thought his equals. Wherefore 


when you have duly weighed all this, and 


conſidered the pride and inſatiable avarice 
of the Roman Church, and withal ob- 
ſerved, how all the doctrines in which they 


differ from us, tend merely to advance 
| theſe ends, you cannot think it unlikely, 
that ſuch men with ſuch deſigns ſhould 
alter and add to their old faith, eſpecially _ 
when you hear St. Paul ſay, “ The love of 
„money is the root of all evil, which 
While ſome coveted after, they have 
* erred from the faith,” 1 Tim. vi. 10. 


It is nothing that is truly ancient or really 


good, that we perſuade you to renounce; 
but novel policies and devices which mi- 


niſter to ſecular deſigns, and you ought to 
account him your friend who would reſ- 


cue you from this abuſe, and perſuade. 
you into that Church, N hoſe principles 
are 


Lo. 


the laws of the land allow them, having 


none of theſe unchriſtian artiſices of extra- 
ordinary gains, nor no deſign to teach 
you any doctrines, but ſuch as will make 


you good, and direct you in the way to 
Heaven. 1 


s E 8 ＋ 1 0 * UI. 


Whether the ſaid 0 opinions were not 2 fe 


by evil : means? 


HE next enquiry is, by whao 3 
theſe new doctrines became ſo gene- 


rally believed? And here firſt we may 
note, your Church hath good reaſon to 


uſe this proverb, Ignorance is the mother 


| devotion ; becauſe the wretched blind- 


neſs of thoſe ages wherein theſe opinions 


were propagated, did hugely contribute 


to their reception; for it is not to be 


E 5 denied 
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are primitive, plain, and honeſt, whoſe 
clergy are content with the revenues which 
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denied, that from the time of the decay 
of the weſtern empire, and the irruptions 
of the Goths and Vandals into Europe, 
there began to be a great decay of learn- 
ing, and Barbariſm crept in by degrees, 
which is evident by the different ſtyle and 
way of writing which the later Fathers 
uſe, in compariſon of thoſe who lived in 
the firſt four or ſive centuries; and at 


length this ignorance became ſo univerſal, 
cc that the ſtudy of the liberal arts was 


generally laid aſide,” as an old hiſtorian 
__ _complains*; yea, ſuch groſs folly then 
poſſeſt the world, as one of that time con- 
feſſes, that Chriſtians believed more ab- 


« ſurd things, than ever Pagans gave cre- 


dit to+”. And that age which bred | 

many of theſe errors is commonly by your 
coven writers called, The obſcure age [> 

being wholly without any perſons emi- 

e nent for wit or learning 5, the very 
6 inferiour prieſts being not able to tranſ- 


> $abellic. we. 9. nb. I. 
I Agobardus lib. de grandine, &c. vert. fin. 
T Baron. Annal. tom. x. an. 900. ſec. 1. 
Genebrard. Chron. lib. 4. . 
5 « late 
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60 lte an epiſtle into ain 15 &« which 


C6 Egyptian darkneſs We e in all the 


„ weſtern world till a few years before 


the Reformation,” as your own Eſpen- 
cæus confeſſeth 4. Now this groſs ſtupidity 
mult needs make the w orld apt and caſy 

to be abuſed with the moſt abſurd and 
monſtrous doctrines; for ignorance is the 
mother of all errors, as an old Council 


affirms}, and not of true devotion, as you 
no pretend. This made way for the 


politic guides of Rome to impoſe ſuch 


opinions on the Church as might belt 
ſerve their own ends; © theſe tares were 


„ ſowed while men ſlept,“ Matth. xiii. 25. 
And there were many circumſtances CON= 
curring in thoſe unlucky ages which con- 
tributed to the furthering the Roman de- 
ſigns: the withdrawing of the Emperours 
into the eaſt, and firſt the decay of the 
weſtern empire; then the deſtruction of 
the eaſtern, and the deſolation of all the 


8 famous oriental Churches * the ſpreading 


Præfatio R. Aluredi ad Paſtoral Gregorii. 
+ Claud. Eſpen. Com. ad 2 Tim. 3. 
I Concil. Tolctan. * To 24. A. 633. 
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„ Inundation of Turks and Saracens; W 


that the Pope had neither Emperour nor 


Patriarch, for a long time, that could op- 
ö poſe hm, the miſeries of all Chriſtendom _ 
giving him opportunity to make himſelf 

the ſole governour of theſe parts of the 


World, and none were able to contend 


with him, though many complained of 


his uſurpation, Johan. Sariſburienſis tell- 


ing Adrian IV. who aſked him what men 

thought of the Roman Church, “that 
EG cltccmed : 2 ſtepmother, not 2 
-and the Pope of Rome him- 


% mother 
: « ſelf Was grievous to all, and almoſt into- 


F lerable “.“ I ſhall not now be ſo te- 
dious to you as to relate how this Church 


by force, and by taking all advantages, did 


oy attempt to ſuppreſs all that did oppoſe her 


 impoſitions and grandeur ; what wars the 
Popes raiſed againſt the German Empe- 


rours; what occaſions they took to enſlave 


the Greek Church, when they petitioned 


for relief againſt the conquering, and cruel 
Turks; what perſecutions they raifed 
againſt the Albigenies, Bohemians, and | 


* Sariſbur, Polycraticon, lib. 6. cap. 24. 
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Wickleviſts, and how they deſtroyed all 


that reſiſted their innovations with ſire 
and ſword; only deſiring you to remark 


that the Roman Church was the firſt au- 


thor of putting men to death for that 
which they call hereſy: A practice wholly 


differing from the “ rules of Chriſti- 


* 99 


% anity*,” and from the opinion and prac- 


tice of the ancient Church}, © it being a ne- 
and unheard of way of preaching” ſaith 
your St. Gregory to force men by ſtripes 


to believet;” yet by fire and fagot the 
modern Church of Rome affrights the 


world into the embracing theſe articles, 
or by inquiſitions and racks, awes it into 


ſilence. Her greatneſs and riches, her in- 
tereſt and ſeverity to oppoſers, have been 


one ſort of means to obtrude the belief of 


her gainful articles upon men; and her 
policies and frauds have been another, for 


you cannot think it unlikely that they, 


who haye ſo little Piety as to turn Reli- 


es 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25- 


+ Tertul, ad Scap. c. 2.—Concil. Toletan. 4. cap. 56. 


2 Gregorius M. Epiſt. ad Epiſc. Conſentinop. 
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gion into policy, ſhould have ſo little ho- | 
neſty as to equivocate for the defence of 
their politic Religion; and verily, the ig- 
norance and credulity of thoſe blind ages 
were ſuch, that your Church never ſought 
for ſolid arguments to confirm their new 
decrees, but built them uſually upon fic- 
tions, and proved them by notorious for- 
geries, and accounted this way of pro- 
ceeding. not only lawful, but pious, ſo 
that whoſoever reads thoſe diſcourſes of 


your Jeſuits in defence of theſe deceits, 


called by them piæ fraudes, will conclude ö 


the High. Prieſts of Rome-Chriſtian as wel! 


as Rome-Heathen to have been of opinion, 


that it was expedient the people ſhould 


be deceived in their Religion,” as Sce- 
vola the Pagan Pontifex M. in St. Au- 
guſtine ſaith*; and no doubt your Church 
agrees with the heathen Varro in the ſame 
author 4, where he ſaith, © there are many 
<« truths in Religion which | it is not expedi- 
ent for the people to know, and though 
"0 divers things therein be ll, yet the 


* Angus. de Civit. Dei, 1. 4: 0. 27. 
* Idem, ibid, c. * . 
« people 
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« people ought to think them true.” The 
: inſtances of ſome particulars will make 
this more evident; firſt, Miracles were the 


foundation, and moſt authentic proofs for 


Invocation of Saints, Veneration of Images 
and Relicks, Pilgrimages, Purgatory, Mo- 
naſtical Vows, and moſt of the gainful Ar- 


ticles of the Roman Church; and yet St. 


 Chryſoſtome faith, that © there were no 
<« footſteps of the power of miracles left in 
„ the Church in his time * ;** and your 
St. Gregory thinks them unneceſſary 
_ amongſt behevers , and ſo do many 
others}: yet in the dark ages nothing D 
was more frequently pretended than mi- 
racles wrought by Saints living and dead, 
as appears by the ſtories of their lives, and 
the legends of your Church, which rela- 
tions are ſo ſenſeleſs and ſo ridiculous, ſo 
impoſſible and unlikely, ſo little agreeing 
with chronology, hiſtory, or geography, 
that the modern writers of the Roman 


* Chryſoſt. is Sacerdotio. J. 4. 
I Gregor. mag. hom. 4. 
＋ Auguſtin. de v Ver. Rel. c. 24-—Ferus Comment. in 
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party are aſhamed of them. Hence your 
own Canus complains, that theſe authors 
of Saints? lives © with falſe and counter- 
* feit fables have blemiſhed the lives of 
<« Saints*;” and the ſame writer ſaith 
| there}, that the author of your ſo famed 
Golden Legend © was a man of an iron 
* forehead and a leaden ſoul :” Harding : 
alſo aflirmeth f, © that there be many vain 
„ fables in RY Simeon Metaphraſtes is 
another of theſe miracle writers, and is ſo 
eminent, that he is read in the modern 
Roman Breviaries $, and yet Cardinal 

Bellarmine blames him for incredible ſto- 

ries, and relations not agreeing to ancient 

_ writers; he adds” faith he many 
things out of his own wit, not as they 
were really done, but as they might 
have been done |.” And is not this 
notorious forgery? Vea, the Popes them- 


* Canus, Loc. Commun. lib. 2. c. 6. 
+ Idem, ibid. | 
t Harding againſt Jewels 1 

b $ Breviar. Rom. Feſt. Nicol. 6. Dec—Felt. 8. Blafi, 

Feb, 13.—Feſt. S. Alexi, Julii. 117. g 

I Bellarmin, de Scriptor. Eccleſ. 15 

5 ſelves 
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ſelves i in the lateſt ſort of Breviaries have ; 


left many of theſe fabulous miracles out, 
| lince they have done the work now for 


which they were invented; the doctrines 


ſupported by theſe lies are now generally 


embraced, and when the arch is com- 


' Pleated, the props on which it was raiſed 


may be laid aſide. Yet ſtill you ought to 
aſk, if theſe ſtories were falſe, how came 


the infallible Church to put them into her 


offices? if they were true, why doth ſhe 
no reject them? And it is obſervable, 
that the Roman Church at preſent pre- 

tends but to very few miracles, and the 


doctors thereof, in this knowing age, are 


very ſhy of believing any at all, as one of 
your own prieſts proves at large * - "Te 
reaſon of which muſt needs be, becauſe 
they fear this inquiſitive and learned ge- 
neration ſhould diſcover the fraud of them: 
For ſince miracles are eſpecially neceſſary 
to convince unbelievers, there is far more 
need of them ſince the Reformation, when 
ſo many diſbelieve the Religion of your 
Church, than was before, when all the 


* Rog. Widringt. de Juram. Fidelitatis, Co Ko Do 402. 
oe e nations 
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nations of the weſt were at the devotion _ 


thereof. Yet then many miracles are re- 
corded, and now few or none, an argu- 
ment ſufficient to make a wary man be- 
lieve, there were few real miracles at any 
time ſince the ſettlement of Chriſtianity ; 
only the ſuperſtitious and ignorant credu- 

lity of the former ages was fit to be abuſed 
with ſuch pretences. And now, why are 
you ſo ſtiff in maintaining thoſe opinions 
which were believed at firſt upon ſo {light 
and falſe inducements, as theſe legends 


and miracles are confeſſed to be? But this 


argument is of late fo fully handled by 
two excellent pens *, that I may diſmiſs it, 
with my hearty wath- you would read 

_ thoſe tracts without prejudice, being not 
written to abuſe real Religion, as ſome 
tell you, but to undeceive you, and un- 
maſk that hypocriſy which hath long 
walked in the venerable mantle of truth. 
Nor ought you to be angry at the re- 
laters, but at the inventors of ſuch falſe- 
hoods, who have got many fair houſes and 


* Dr. Stillingfleet of Miracles: And the Reflections on 
the Romiſh Devotions. © 
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lands, vaſt ſums of money, and innume- 
rable coſtly oblations by theſe fictions, to 
the ſcandal of Chriſtianity Helt. 


My fect inſtance ſhall be of the artifice 
of forging Records; for, to atteſt their novel 
doctrines, eſpecially that of the Pope's 
Supremacy, they put out divers ſpurious 


tracts under illuſtrious names, which ſerved 


to wheedle an illiterate age into a reve- 
rence for the Roman Church and her opi- 
nions, whereas now the cheat is ſo pal- 

pable, that your modern doctors, though 


they keep the concluſions, diſown thoſe _ 


feigned books that were the premiſes 
from whence they were inferred : Of this 
nature are the decretal Epiſtles of all the 
Popes from Clemens down to Pope Syri- 
cius, an. 385. formerly cited as good au- 
thorities, and tranſcribed, ſome parts of 
them, into your canon law, but now the 
| moſt learned Romaniſts confeſs a great 
part of them to be mere forgeries * : 
Baronius ſtyles divers of Thom Apocry- 


* Jo. de Carmi. te Terk: 1 2. C. 101.—]o. Driedo 
de dogm. & Scrip. Eccl. I. 1. c. 2.—Cl. Eſpencæus de Con- 
tin. I. 1. c. 2.— —Bcllarm. de Rom, Pontif. l, 2. C. 14. | 
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phal * ; and Cardinal Cuſanus faith, 3 

E that being applied to the times of thoſe | 
c holy men they do betray themſelves 4.” 
And indeed theſe Epiſtles were never cited 

by any good old author, and were firſt 
brought into France by one Riculfus 

Archbiſhop of Mentz five hundred years 
after thoſe Popes were dead, as Hincmarus | 

Archbiſhop of Rheims a writer of that 

age affirms t, and Baronius alſo confeſſeth$. 


Nor did the Roman See bluſh ſome cen- 


|  turies ago to alledge for its Supremacy 
the moſt fabulous donation of Conſtantine 
the great, wherein he is pretended to make 
the Pope head over the whole Church, 
and ſuperiour to all the four Patriarchs of 
the Eaſt (naming Conſtantinople for one, 
which city was not yet built) giving him 
in fee the city of Rome, and all Italy, 
with all the provinces of the weſtern em- 
paire, though he gave all theſe to one of 
his ſons afterwards. This ſenſeleſs edict 


Baron. Annal. T. 2. an. 102. ſec. 6, 7. 
I cuſanus de Concord. Cathol. I. 2. c. 34. 
+ Hincm. Rhem. lib. contr. Hincm. Laudunenſ. 
9 Baron. Annal. T. 9. an, 865. ſec. 5, 6, 7. 
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„ Adrian. Epiſt. ad Conſt. & Iren Adt. Concil. Nicen. 
an. 794.—Lco. 9. Ep. ad Michael. Conſt. an. 1054. 
+. Not. in Edict. Conſtant. Concil. tom. I. p. 154. 
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W pleaded by ſeveral of the Popes in = 
former times to countenance their ambiti- 
ous pretences *, and of old © was received 5 
without ſuſpicion by the moſt grave 
and learned doctors,“ faith Binius 4, 
who yet confeſſeth there, it was a mere 
forgery deviſed, he thinks, by the Greeks, 
and now-adays all Romaniſts generally 
_ diſown it, and indeed it is as ridiculous a 
forgery as ever the world ſaw. My bre- 
vity will not allow me to enlarge upon 
this ſubject, otherwiſe I could add innu- 
merable examples of like dealing: The 
abſurd council of Sinueſſa, the monſtrous 
recognitions of Clement, the threeſcore 
new canons fathered, by Turrian and 
others, upon the famous general council 
of Nice, the Pontifical aſcribed to Pope 
Damaſus, with innumerable other tracts 
of the ſame metal, being all apparent 
forgeries, and yet long countenanced 
by 1 to ſupport her unjuſt npre- . 
maey, and other innovations. 
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My third inſtance ſhall be of ſuppreſſing = 
or corrupting true Records, of which take a 


few examples : The legates of Rome, 


within leſs than a hundred years after the 
general council of Nice, did produce two | 
_ canons, to prove the Pope's right to re- 
ceive Appeals, in a famous council of 
Carthage, an. 419, which canons they pre- 
tended were made in the aforeſaid Nicene 
council; but theſe canons wholly differed 
from all the beſt manuſcripts of that coun- 


cil then extant, particularly from two emi. 
nent ones, which the African fathers ſent 


for from Conſtantinople and Alexandria; 
nor do they agree with thoſe genuine 
editions of the Nicene council now extant; 
and indeed the council of Carthage re- 
ceived not theſe pretended canons of Nice, 
but eſteemed them to have been cor- 
rupted, as we do at this day: Not long 
after, to abet the Roman ſupremacy, Pope 
Leo writing to Theodoſius the Emperour, 
cites a canon of a particular and dubious 
council at Sardica, of later date and leſs 
authority, aflirming it to be a canon of 
the general council at Nice“. The edi- 


* Leo. Pa. Epiſt. ad Theodoſ. Concil. tom. 2. 
: tion 
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tion of the councils put out by Dionyſius 
Exiguus, about an. 520. being for a long 
time the ſole approved copy extant in 
theſe parts of the world, doth, in favour 
of the Pope's ſupremacy, leave out divers 
canons even of general councils which 
ſeem to make againſt it *, though the ſaid 
canons are recorded in Zonaras and Bal- 
ſamon, and in this age confeſſed to have 
been made in thoſe councils by the Ro- 
maniſts themſelves ; but in the time when 
the ſupremacy was in hatching, it was 
not thought expedient thoſe canons ſhould 
be known. It were endleſs to reckon up 
all the additions, diminutions, and altera- 
tions, which all the Roman editions of 
the councils ſince are guilty of; and be- 


| cauſe an ingenious eflay hath been made 

that way by a late author, I ſhall refer my 

r reader thither, + and out of infinite ex- 

"2 amples conclude with one evident piece of 

5 falſiſication: The xxxvth canon of the f 
3 0 Exempli gr. Tres Canon. Concil. 1. Conſtantinop. es i 
7 Omnes Can. Concil. Epheſ. Oecum. 3. Canon. 28. Concil. N 
I Chalcedon. Oecum. 4. | 


+ Roman Forgeries, print. Lond. 1673. 3 
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l of Laodices, fordids the faithful 


to call on the name of angels, which 
being a condemnation of the doctrine and 
practice of Rome in praying to angelt, the 
later editions of this council have impu- 
_ dently put in angulos [angles, or corners! 


| inſtead of angelos, [angels * ] though all 


tze Greek copies f and Fathers read ayy:- 
dg, and all the old latin exemplars have 
angelo d. Yea, Pope Adrian himſelf, be- 


fore this worſhip of angels came up, read 


it [angelss] in that epitome of canons 
which he ſent to Charles the Great, an. 
773. Thus they corrupt the councils to 
ſuit them to their own opinions: Nor 


have ſingle fathers and ancient authors 
fared better: St. Cyprian put out by Pa- 


melius is altered in many places contrary _ 
to the ancient copies ; for example, where 


. Angulos leguat; Merlin. tom. 1. Concil. edit. an. 
15 30. Colon.—Crabbe p. 226. ed. an. 1538. Colon. Car- 
ranza ſum. Concil. pag. $2. Lugd. 1568. 
| + Ap. Zonar. Balſam. & Harmenopulum. 


1 Theodor. in Cons. 2 —Photius Nomo-Canon. * * 


' Af 


5 Dionyf. Exig. Cod. Can. n. Bie crete breviar. 


5 Can. Tec. 90. — Ferrand. Brev. Can, ſec. 184. 
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the father faith, © the Church is founded 
& ſuper Petram*,” Pamelius changes it into 
ſuper Petrum, upon Peter,” inſtead of 
upon a rock+;” and Ludovicus Vives, a 
Romaniſt, aſſures us that there are ten or 
twelve lines, poſitively aſſerting Purgatory, 
put into the printed copies of St. Aug. de 
civitate Dei, I. 21, c. 24. contrary to the an- 
cient manuſcripts f. Fulbertus Carnotenſis 
quotes St. Auguſtine, ſaying of the ſacra- 


mental bread, This then 1s a figure,“ the 


Roman editions put in, “as a Heretic will 
„ ſay,” when indeed St. Auguſtine ſays 
ſo, and ſpeaks his own ſenſe 8. Aimonius 
ſpeaking of the 8th council faith, © They 
| « determined about images otherwiſe than 
the orthodox Fathers had decreed :” and 
| ſo Baronius reads ||; but the modern 
printed copies, quite contrary, put in,“ des: 
| * cording as the orthodox Fathers had 
« decreed **.” But why do I ſtand upon 
| * Cyprian. Ep. 40. edit.— —Gryphii p. 52. Morelli 124. 
I Editio Pamel. Ep. 40. p. 7. . 


t Ludov. Vives. Com. in Aug. de Civ. Dei, 1. 21. c. 14. 


h Fulbertus Carnot. edit. an. 1608. pag. 168. 
Baron. Annal. tom. x. an. 869. 


* Aimonius de Geſtis Franc. 5. cap. 8. 
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particular inſtances? Thiswickedneſs which 
all other men account the ſame villany 
with ſuborning falſe witneſles, ſtopping 
the mouths of the true, and counterfeiting 
hands and ſeals, is owned by the preſent 
church of Rome: And Sixtus Senenſis 
doth highly extol Pope Pius V. for his 
moſt holy decree, © to burn all books 
© which were accounted heretical, . to 
_ © purge and cleanſe all catholic authors, 
and eſpecially the writings of the Fa- 
| © thers*.” Now in what manner they 
effect this moſt holy work, the Belgic In- 

quifitors, appointed by the Roman See, 


ſhall tell you: © We ftrike out,” fay they, 


* many errors; in other of the ancients, 
« we extenuate and excuſe them, or by 
* feigning a commentitious gloſs, either 
deny, or fix a commodious ſenſe to their 
« words4.” Thus they ſerved St. Am- 
broſe's works, canceling, and altering 
whole pages together, contrary to all the 
old manuſcripts, as appeared by the origi- 
nal papers whach Savarius the ſtationer ö 


| * * Eviſtol. 8 ante Bibliothecam Sixti Senenſ. 
g Cenſores Belg. de libro Bertrami. 8 
Ce i | ; ſhewed 
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ſhewed to Frantis Junius, according to 
which the Inquiſitors had ae him to 
print that edition: Lugd. an. 1559. Thus 

they left the ſtory of Pope Joan out of the 
copies of Anaſtaſius Biblioth. though the 
manuſcripts had the ſaid ſtory in them as 
Marquar. Freherus teſtified, who lent them 
the faid manufcripts 4; and I might filt 
a volume with inſtances of like unjuſt 
dealings; but I will only add the me- 
: morable account which Boxhornius One 
of your Divinity Profeſſors at Lovain 
gives of himſelf, viz. That he, having 
< been employed by the Inquiſitors to 
<« ſtrike out at leaſt ſix hundred places of 


„the ancients, which ſeemed to make 


« againſt the Roman doctrines, was ſo 
„ troubled in mind upon it, that it was 
b an occaſion of his turning Proteſtant, 
* and made him reſolve to quit that Reli- 
„ gion which could not defend itſelf with- 
© gut ſuch manifeſt impoſtures 1.“ And 
I wiſh the conſideration thereof might 


uni Pref. ad Indicem Expurg. Cenſ. Belg. 
+ Blond. Epiſt. ante librum de Joan. Papiſ. c. z. 
| 'T Henr. Boxhorn. de Eucbariſtia, | initio, - 
1 have 
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have the ſame effect upon you; for the 
matter of fact is ſo evident, that the Index 
Expurgatorius, the book which directs theſe. 
falſifications, is now come into Proteſtant 
hands to the eternal infamy of the Roman 


Church, whoſe people cannot rationally 


truſt to any author which comes through | 


their pricſts' diſhoneſt hands: And ſince 


_ falſe books are invented; true and genuine 
writers altered and corrupted, or elſe _ 
wholly prohibited, if they ſeem to make 

_ againſt them, (for which cauſe Clement 

VIII. puts the bible into his index of pro- 
| hibited books) and all editions but their 
own condemned and burnt by the Roman 


Church, the people mult needs be deluded 


into a perſuaſion, that all theſe new doc- 


trines are primitive truths, when indeed 
this abominable forging evidently ſhews, 


that the Pope and his Conclave think that 
both ſcripture and antiquity do make 
againſt theſe innovations, and would diſ- 
cover the impoſture, if they were ſuffered 
to ſpeak out; to whom I may juſtly apply 
the words bY: Arnobius, To intercept 


2 what 1 is W ritten, and to deſign to ſmo- 
"28 ther 
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e ther publiſhed records, is not to defend 
„the Gods, but to fear the teſtimony of 
the truth“: And becauſe © good 

men“ as St. Auguſtine ſaith © will not 
_& deceive; but neither good nor evil men 
would willingly be deceived 4,“ I may 
ſuppoſe that the moſt devoted Romaniſt 


cannot but diſcern how unſafe he is in 


believing, as thoſe men teach him, who 
make no confcience to invent, impoſe, and 
pretend things never ſo falſe, provided 
they may thereby advance their church's 
intereſt, or their own private ends : They 
who dare write Lies, will not be afraid to 
ſpeak them, and they who corrupt the re- 
mains of the holy ſaints deceaſed, are not 
to be truſted with the ſouls of the living; 
and whoever gives himſelf up to ſuch 
guides, unnaturally chuſes his own delu- 
ion, and deſperately hazards his own fal- 
vation: St. Ambroſe adviſeth us, if we 
chuſe a guide, to be careful he be endued 
with two properties, honeſty and pru- 
dence: * for his honeſty will be a ſecurity 
* Arnob. adv. Gent. lib. r. 


+ Aug. de verb. Apoſt. Ser. 32. = : 
„„ that 
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l that he will not deceive us, and his pru- 
« dence will prevent our ſuſpicion of his 
being deceived himſelf * ;** which wiſe 


counſel if you follow, you muſt no longer 
agadhere to theſe unfaithful leaders: Nor 
| _ ought you to fear to forſake them, either 
| becauſe your forefathers relied on them, 
or becauſe the doctrines that they teach 
were once ſo generally received here; 


ſince your Forefathers lived in an age 


| wherein there was little means to detect 
theſe forgeries, whereas you are by Provi- 
dence fallen into thoſe times, wherein all 
the diſhoneſt arts of that Church are diſ- 
covered fo plainly, that if your Forefa- 
thers had ſeen as much as you may ee, 


they would have forſaken Rome long 


fince, and not have left you this objection to 
make. Nor are the doctrines ever the bet- 


ter for being generally received, inaſmuch 
as they were impoſed on the world by 


ſuch evil means as force and fraud; which 


being thus made evident, you can no longer 
wonder how theſe innovations came to be 


ſo generally believed, being propagated by 


* Ambrof. de Offic. 1. 2. c. 2. 
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| ns wicked means as they were invented 


for evil ends: So that now what the Ro- 
man Church thought would ſecure her 


opinions, if it could have been kept cloſe, 


muſt needs make them odious, being once 


laid open, and the impoſtures, which they 
deſigned ſhould tie men to their Church, 


will, as ſome of their own doctors have 


propheſied, be an occaſion to make all 
diſcerning men turn from it; for, © Re- 


* ligion is to be defended”? ſaith Lactantius 


„not with wickedneſs but fidelity, for if 
„ you attempt to defend Religion by evil 5 
arts, you do not defend, but pollute f 


cc * and violate it 3 


Lactant. Inſt. lib. 6. c. 19. 
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ere . 


; Whether the ſaid opin; Ons tend ts advance the 


ends * true 3 7 


thoſe principles ſhould be either true 


or good, which ſtand in need of ſuch arts 
to propagate and defend them, yet becauſe 
you have been ſo long accuſtomed to call 
theſe things Religion, and it is not eaſy to 
lay aſide our rooted prepoſſeſſions, we will 
paſs to the third enquiry, viz. © Whether 
the things themſelves be good in their 
on nature, and parts of true Religion?” 
Now we may try this by confidering what 


are the ends of true Religion, and whe- 
ther theſe principles ſerve to advance thoſe 


ends? True Religion therefore hath three 
| principal ends: 1. To advance the honour _ 
of God; 2. To aſſiſt us in the devout wor- 
flipping of him; z. To teach us to imi- 


tate him by a holy life and converſation. 
Let us here therefore examine, whether 


the peculiar articles of the Roman Church 
0 


"OW though it be altogether unlikely 
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do not hinder rather than promote theſe 
ends; for if it appear theſe principles are 
diſhonourable to God, impediments to de- 
votion, and hindrances to a holy life, then 


thoſe doctrines are alſo evil in their own 


nature, and they can be no real parts of a 
good or true Religion: Nor muſt you re- 
tain them becauſe you have once judged 


chem good, if upon trial they prove to be 
otherwiſe. © We muſt be firm to our 


principles,” faith Epictetus, C yet not to 
all of them, but only to thoſe which are 
right; we mult begin at the right end, 
and firſt lay the foundation by e n 
< ing whether our principles be good or 


evil, and after build upon that by con- 
<« ſtancy and firmneſs of reſolution *.” 
Wherefore, reſpecting the rizsT of theſe 


partially to enquire—1ſt. If there be not 


ſome of your principles and practices which 


tend to the diſhonour of God. If it be a 


diſhonour to the Divine Majeſty for a mor- 
tal man to contradict his laws by con- 


trary conſtitutions, I fear your Church will 
| Arrianus in Epict. lib. 2. c. 15, 
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hardly be found innocent : For do they 
not command things which God hath for- 
bidden in as plain words as can be ſpoken, 
as in the caſe of images, Exod. xx. 4? and 
prayer in an unknown tongue, 1 Cor. xiv. 


28 ? Do they not forbid things which = 


God hath allowed, as in W caſe of 
Prieſts? marriage, Heb. xiii. 4. 1 Cor. vii. 
 2,—I8. 5. 1 Tim. iii. 2.12? i wk the 
cup from the people? which they have 
decreed with a non ohſtante, that is, not- 
Withſtanding our Lord Jeſus appointed the 
contrary. Do they not preſume to diſ- 
| pence with the very laws of God, in many 
caſes of matrimony and divorce, of vows, 
| oaths, leagues, and contracts? So that 
<« laying aſide the commandment of God, 
ye hold the tradition of men,” as our 
Saviour ſpeaks, Mark vii. 8. Your holy 
Father, who doth all this, may think him- 
ſelf the greateſt upon earth, but if our 
Lord Jeſus tell us the truth, he ſhall be 
< called the leaſt in the —_ of Hea- 
ven, Matt. v. 19. 


2dly. : 
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adly. Is it not a great derogation to an 
inſinite and inviſible Being, to be repre— 


ſented by an image, and worſhipped un- 
der ſuch repreſentations, agrecable to the 


Worſhip which Heathens gave to their 


talſe Gods *, and ſome Heretics to our 


Saviour +, but contrary to the decrees and 
practice of the primitive Chriſtians f, and 

to the great ſcandal of modern Jews, who 

call your Churches © houſes of Idols“ 


upon this account o $ 


5 adly. Doth not the ride of merits 
| eaſt a palpable diſhonour upon the glorious 
_ redemption wrought by Jeſus Chrilt ? Sure 
I am, divers of the ancients, as well as of 
your later writers, think ſo]. Nor can 
we think it to be leſs than blaſphemy, 


* LaRant, Inſt. lib. 2. cap. n 
+ Irenzus adv. hærei. lib. 1. cap. 24. 


+ Concil. Eliber. Can. 36. —Origen. in cell. ld. EPS h 


Tertull, Apol. cap. 30. 


§ Cornel. Agrip. de Vanit. Scien. cap. 47. 
Aug. de Verb. Apoſ. Ser. 15,—Bern. de Annun, 


Serm. 1. pag. 123.—Durand. in Sent. lib. 2. diſt. 8. qu. 1. 
OY ad. de Sacr. Rit. tom. 3. tit. I, cap. 7. 
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__ which Bellarmine aflirmeth, viz. © that a 
man may be ſaid to be his own Re- 


„ deemer without any injury to Chriſt“.“ 


Doubtleſs thoſe who fancy they can re- 
deem themſelves, and ſatisfy for their own 
fins, cannot but have a mean eſteem of 
Chriſt's merits and latisfaction. ; 


this. Your praying to angels and 
ſaints, eſpecially the bleſſed Virgin, mak- 
ing them your mediators and patrons, and 
aſking the greateſt things of them, hath 
made prayers to God by Jcſus Chriſt to be 
generally neglected by the vulgar people, 
who ſay ten times as many Ave Marias as 
Pater noſters, and wickedly fancy the 


bleſſed Virgin and holy faints are more 


compaſſionate than our Lord Jeſus. + 


« doctrine,” ſaith a very wiſe man, © hath 


„ wroucht that general effect in all coun- 


S tries ſubject to the Papacy, that men 


“ have more alliance, and aflume to them 


„ ſelves 2 greater conceit of comfort in 
e the patronage of the creatures and ſer- 
66. vants of God, than of God himſelf, the 


* Bellarm. de Pargat, lib. I. cap. 14. 
Prince 
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4 Prince and the Creator * :” a fault 
Which St. Paul lays to the Heathens' charge, 
Rom. i. 25. How diſhonourable muſt it 
needs be, to leave Jeſus that one Media- 
tor, 1 Tim. ii. 5. who always doth cer- 
tainly hear us, and is moſt apt to pity us, 
and belt able to help us, to pray to God 


o - ö ; q 


by thoſe, concerning whom your own 


doctors doubt whether they know any 
thing done here}, and the ſcripture plainly 
_ faith they do not ; yea, reaſon ſhews it 
is impoſlible they ſhould hear many prayers 
in divers places at once. To have the 


| worſhip paid to the maſter and the ſer- 


 vants the fame in all outward expreſſions, 
only differing in a nice ſchool-diſtintion, 
muſt needs be an affront to the King of 
ſaints. If you have any tenderneſs or zeal 
for the honour of Jeſus, it cannot but be 
_ offenſive to you, to obſerve how your le- 
| gends tell of greater miracles wrought by 
ſome of the fabulous laints, than ever Jeſus 


* Sand. 8 Spec: pag. 5, 6, 7. 


_ + Gratian. cauſ. 13. Wo. 2. * IH —2 Decret. Olof. 
Interlin. in Iſa. 63. 


4 Job xiv. 27, 22.0 —Ecclef. 9. 615. bali. 1 85 
_— wrought. 
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wrought; to hear one of your Church 


ſay, © that Chriſt did nothing which St. 
„Francis did not do, yea, that he did 


„ more than Chriſt himſelf *.” What is 
more injurious to the honour of the Di- 


vine Majeſty, than your St. Bonaventure 
putting in the name of the Virgin Mary 
into David's pſalms inſtead of the name of 
God; to have her adored by the hea- 
theniſh title of the Queen of Heaven +,” 
and invocated by the impious name of 
Mother of the whole Trinity } ?”* Theſe 
things are rather blaſphemy than devotion, 


and as diſhonourable to God as they are 


diſſonant from antiquity. * Let none,” 
_ faith Epiphanius, adore Mary; but why 
do I mention a woman? nay, not any 
© man: this reverence is due only to God, 
„nor are the * capable of ſuch Slo- 


_ * rification * 


Lid. Conform. fol. 1149. 

I Jer. vii. 18. Ubi videtur elle nomen n Junonis Olymgiz, 

1 Miſfal. Polon. fol. 237. 
$ Epiph. adv. Collyridianos 1 Panar, her. 79. 
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sthly. The ſuppoſing a neceſſity of ſu- 


peradding the faints* merits and the daily 


 facrifice of the mals, to the merit of that 
one offering for ſin which Jeſus made 
on the croſs,” Heb. ix. 28. is an evident 
leflening the value and ſufficiency of the 


death of Chriſt. _ 
| 6thly. The calling of the holy ers 


a“ noſe of wax,” a © leaden rule, and 


8 inky Goſpel ;“ the putting in the 
Apocryphal books, wherein are ſome things 


wicked f, and others notoriouſly falſe f, 
into an equal rank with the word of God 
indited by the ſpirit; and the making 


their own traditions to be equal in value 
to it 8, are palpable diſhonours to God 
who writ the holy ſcripture. Theſe things, 
my friends, can hardly be reckoned mat- 
ters tending to the honour of God, unleſs 


you can ſuppoſe the cancelling his laws, 


* Pighius Hierarch. lib. 3 —Canus, lib. 3+ cap. 2.— 


Turrian. in Sadeel, pag. 99. 

T 2 Macc. xiv. 47, 42. | 

1 Eccluſ. xlvi. 20——2 Eſdras vi. 40. 
$ Concil. Trident. Sell. 4. 
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diſparaging his nature, undervaluing the \ 
merits, the mercies, and the miracles of 
Jeſus by cheap and odious compariſons, 
the diminution of his worſhip, and mak- 
ing him ſharer with his ſervants therein, 
and the vilifying of his divine Word, be 
no diſhonour to him you pretend to ſerve. 


_SzconDLy. Let us examine whether theſe 
doctrines do aſſiſt you in the devout wor- 
ſhipping of God? It is very ſuſpicious that 
that Church doth not teach a right way of 
ſerving God, which deceives you in the 
_ firſt principle of Religion, via. That God 
alone is to be worſhipped:“ a ſentence 
ſo odious to the Roman doors, that the 
Index Expurgatorius blots it out of the 
indices of St. Athanaſius” and St. Auguſtine's 
| _ works*, and if they could do it undiſ- 
covered, they would blot it out of the Bible 
alſo, Matth. iv. 10. But there it fhall ſtand 
for ever to reprove thoſe, who divide 
religious worſhip between God and his 


A dorari ſolius Dei eſt ; Deleatur ex Ind. operum 
Athanafii. Indice lib. prohib. & Expurg. pag. 52. Madrit. 
an. 2627. item ex Ind. Op. S. Aug. ibid. pag. 66. 


— 
creatures, thereby diminiſhing that devo- 
tion which entirely belongs to the Divine 
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_ Majeſty, ſince affections are moſt vigorous 
when placed upon one object, and if they 


be diſperſed among many, grow weak and 
trifling ; whence we may conclude, the 
Proteſtant who worſhips none but God, is 


the greater lover of him, and worſhips 


with a more united and fervent devotion. 


As for your public worſhip, it is attended 
with ſo many ceremonies as muſt needs 


diſturb the devotion as well of the pricſts 


as the people; there is ſuch frequent bow- 


ing, croſſing, proſtration, ſprinkling with 


holy water, beating the breaſt, ſmoking 


with Incenſe, Cc. that the mind is taken 


off from a ſteady intention upon the in- 


ward and main part of the duty, while it 


bs entertained with ſuch variety of out- 
ward rites: © For our mind,” faith. 


Quintilian, „cannot ſincerely intend its 


„ whole ſelf upon many things at once; 
whatever new object it looks upon, it 
. gives over the thoughts of that which 2 

«jt firſt propounded to itſelf :” And this 
is moſt evident where the objects are ſo 
different 
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different as ſenſible and intellectual things 
; 1 For where the ſenſes and their 
_ © perceptions are vigorouſly employed, 
© there the intellectual powers ceaſe to 
© act,” as a great philoſopher obſerves. * 
So that it is your paſſions and your fan- 
cies that are wrought upon by theſe out- 
ward ceremonies, not your mind nor the 
higher faculties of your Souls; and there- 
I. fore that which you think devotion, I 


doubt is but a fantaſtical and falſe fire, 


not kindled by the love of God, nor warm 
ing your nobler powers at all; and thoſe i. | 


ſteady, rational and ſpiritual deſires, which 


flow from an undiſturbed contemplation 
of the Divine Goodneſs and are the very 
life of prayer, I fear you are ſtrangers 


to, being ſo often taken off and diverted 
by variety of ſenſible repreſentations. 
Again, the making all your public prayers 
in an unknown tongue, deſtroys all true 
devotion in the people; St. Clemens of 
Alexandria tells us of ſome Heathens 


* who thought thoſo prayers moſt effectual 


* Tomb. de Abſtin. lib. 1. ſec. 41. 


0 chich 
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© which where uttered in a barbarous lan- 
„ puage*.” But Chriſtians know, that 
prayer is the deſiring ſomething of God, 
and if the mind be not exerciſed in this 
delire, it avails nothing ; but where the 
words are not underſtood, the mind can- 
not deſire the things mentioned, ſo 
that none can properly pray in an un- 
known tongue, nor ſo much as rationally 
fay © Amen”, 1 Cor. xiv. 16. By this 
abſurd practice therefore, you, who are 
unlearned, ſpend the time of the pub- 
lic oſſices in admiring and gazing, not in 
joining with the prieſt or praying. And 
becauſe the people have no employment 
while the maſs laſteth, they ſpend the 
whole time uſually in talking and laughing 
privately, as thoſe, who travel in catholic 
countries, do inform us . And it may oc- 
caſion your wonder, why the Roman 


Church ſhould ſo obſtinately refuſe to re- 


form ſo irrational a cuſtom, which St. 
Paul hath written a whole chapter to con- 
demn, 1 Cor. xiv. the force of whoſe ar- 


* Clem. Alex. Stromat. 1. 
I Europ. Spec. pag. 10. 
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guments and authority, hath made your 
Wwio.iſeſt doctors declare againſt it. By St. 
Paul's doctrine”, faith Card. Cajetan, 


« it is better for the edifying of the 


Church, that public prayers were made 
ein the vulgar tongue than in Latin”. * 


To the ſame purpoſe Lyra+; and your 


| Romiſh annotators ſay, When a man 


prayeth in a ſtrange tongue, which him- 

{elf underſtandeth not, it is not ſo fruitful _ 
for inſtruction to him, as if he knew par- 
ticularly what he prayed tf.” Gabriel 
Biel alſo gives ſeveral reaſons why prayers 
| ſhould be in a known tongue, faying, KR 


is better 1. For ſtirring up devotionꝰ — 


2. »For enlightening the mind'— a 5 ror 


retaining the things in memory” 


4. © For keeping the thoughts from wan- 
2 dering 5: Yet your admired Church 
will oppoſe reaſon and ſcripture, and de- 
prive all the common people that are of 
_ Ker communion, of the exerciſe of their 


8 Cajet. com. in 1 x Corinth, 14. 17. 
+ Lyr. in Loc. 

1 Rhem. Teſt. annot. on 1 "Gar, 14. 
9 Gab. Biel in Can. Miſſ. Lect. 62. 
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Aeon in her oſſices, rather than ſo far 


ſeem to confeſs à fault, as to amend it; 
chuſing rather to let you loſe the beneſit 


of worſhipping God, than to reform the 
moſt unjuſt cuſtoms which ſhe hath once 
eſpouſed: But,if you bewile, it that Church 
will not pray in ſuch a language as you 
can join in, you will go over to the Church 


of England, where you may © pray with 


„ the ſpirit and with underſtanding alſo.” 
1Cor.xiv.15. In the next place your private 
prayers are not ſo good a way of worſhip- 
ping God as other Chriſtians have; the ima- 
ges and pictures, which the Heathens arſt 
taught your doctors to call © the books of 
| < the unlearned ,“ and which are placed 
before you in time of prayer, are no help, 
but an hindrance to all true devotion; 


for while your lips are repeating your 


oraiſons, your mind is taken up with the 
beauty, colour, lincaments and workman. 
ſhip of the image: ſo that your own con- 


ſcience will tell you, by theſe diverſions you 
often © draw near to God with your lips, 
* when your hearts are far from him,” 


* ' Porphyr. ap. Euſeb. W Evang. ub. 3. 
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Which is a vain worſhip; Matth. xv. 8. 


and the caſuiſts of your Church, fore 


ſeeing that images would take off the at- 
| tention, have determined moſt impiouſly, 
e that it is not neceſſary to prayer that 
the perſon praying ſhould think of what 
he ſpeaks“: a dodrine ſuitable enough 

to that flight and formal worſhip which 

your Church appoints. And the ordinary 
people among-you think they have prayed 


ſufficiently when they have pattered over 


ſo many little oraiſons as agree to the 
number of their beads: a new invention, 
wherein Papiſts and Turks agree+, which 
came not into the Church Un all ſerious 
devotion was ceaſed , it being a ſign he 


minds his prayers but little, that needs 2 


ſtring of beads to reckon them by; yet 


theſe beads, faith one of your OWN au— 


thors, © are now the chief inſtruments of 


ce the hypocrite's counterfeit devotion $.” 
I ſhall not ravel into the body of your 
* Suarez. de Orat. lib. 3. cap. 14. & Salmeron. 
7 Bellonii hiſtor. obſ. lib. 2. * 72. 


4 An. Dom. 1090. 
9 Polid. Virgil. de invent. rer. lib. 5. cap. 9. 
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prayers, ſince the author of the Reflection 

on the Romiſh devotions, hath ſufficiently 
done this; but I cannot but remark, that 

the repeating Ave Mary and the name of 


Jeſus ſo many times over, as in thoſe 
fifteen little prayers in the plalter of Jeſus, 


where the name of Jefus is thrice men- 
tioned in each prayer, and each prayer is 
ordered to be ſaid ten times over; and 
thoſe numerous names of ſaints repeated 
in your litanies with no petition annexed 
but Ora pro nobis, this way of praying 
is ſo far from agreeing with the primitive 
worſhip of God among the Chriſtians, 
that it is evidently derived from that 
| heatheniſh ſuperſtition of praying“ by re- 


s peating a hundred names of their deities 


together, interpoſing nothing but O hear 
and in this manner Baal's prieſts 


* ge” 


are fooled to pray: 1 Kings Xvill. 26. 


5 but Jeſus faith to Chriſtians, „When ye 9 


cc pray, ule not vain. repetitions as the 


_ « Heathens do, for they think that they 
hall be yourd for — much ſpeaking , 


* Selden de Diis Syris, pag. 52. —Saubertus d de Sac rific. 
. 13. pag. 296. | 
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Alatt. vi. 7. Wherefore, though you have 


admired this trifling way of worſhip, when 
you knew no better, yet if you would ac- 


_ quaint yourſelves with : the ſolid and ra- 


tional way of praying preſcribed in the 
church of England (wherein g great things, 
in an exact method, in plain and proper 
phraſes, and in a known language, are 
| aſked of God alone in the name of Jeſus 


_ Chriſt) you would eaſily leave off thoſe 


formal, vain, and ſuperficial devotions, 


which can neither be acceptable to God, 


nor profitable unto yourſelves. 


Tuigplx. Let v us paſs to the laſt of theſe 


particulars and enquire, If the doctrines of 


Rome, differing from thoſe of England, 


do tend to promote our imitating God 


by a holy life and converſation; without 
which all our worſhip is in vain : * For 


< it is a folly and miſerable error,” faith 
St. Auguſtine, © to humble yourſelf before 


him in adoration, to whom you chuſc 


to be unlike in converſation, and to 


„give him religious worſhip, whoſe ex- 
e ample you will not follow ; {ſince the 


0 tum of all REES is to imitate hin 
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6 you worſhip *. *” Now there are ſeveral 


principles of the Roman church which 


ſeem to hinder an holy life ; as firſt, the 

cuſtom of confeſſing to a Prieſt weekly or 
monthly, together with the abſolution fol- 
lowing of courſe upon this confeſſion: this 
is, I fear, a great hindrance to amendment 
of life, at which it pretends to aim, for 
while men rely on this remedy, they go 


on without fear in thoſe ſins for which 


; they have ſo eaſy a cure at hand, like 


thoſe who venture without ſcruple on 


dangerous meats, becauſe they have their 
Phyſicians beſide them: *Tis true there is 

| a penance enjoined ſometimes, but it is 
ſuch a one as the rich may buy off and 


the poor may undergo, and yet both re- 


tain the ſin, becauſe the penance is not its 


proper cure, for the going on pilgrimages, 
giving money, ſaying or reading over ſuch 
proportions of legends or little chiming 
- prayers, with others far more impertinent, 


tend not to rectify a vicious habit, and a 


plaiſter on the toe may as ſoon cure the 
 head- ach, as theſe penances effect a re- 


ul Aug. de Civ, Dei, lib. 8. cap. 17. 


H 23 formation, 
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formation, or obtain a pardon at God's 
| hands: And yet all men ſee, when the 
day of confeſſion is over, and the penance | 
paſt, that you are generally confident of a 
pardon, and fancy you begin upon a new 
| ſcore. It is not eaſy to enumerate all the 
devices which your Church hath invented 
to convey pardon of fins, holy water, 
Relicks of ſaints, viſiting fome certain 
Churches, ſaying ſome certain prayers, 
making oblations of money to ſuch and 
ſuch uſes, indulgences, and other fuch 
things, ſo that he that hath money need 
never want pardon from Rome. But alas! | 
theſe things can never really take away 
the guilt of one fin, and yet they embolden 
men to commit many; © for the multi- 
e tude of ſinners increaſeth, when hope is 

„given that fin may be bought off, rf 
„ men eaſily fall into thoſe ſins for which 
money will purchaſe their pardon,” as 
Arnobius ſaid to the Heathens, who relied 


on ſuch like fantaſtical means of remiſ- 


ſion“. And we may ſay of the guides of 
| Four Church, as Sencca in a hke caſe, 


* Arnob. _ Gents bb. ; pag. FDI INT 
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« they fin more in ſuch abſolutions, than 


„„ the offender doth in the crime * :“ for 


by perſuading men they can have remiſ- 
ſion on fo eaſy terms, they make them 
ſecure before they are ſafe, becauſe Al- 


mighty God, who only finally can remit, 
never promiſed pardon on theſe terms, 


and it is only thoſe, who forſake as well as 


confeſs their fins, to whom he will ſhew _ 
mercy, Prov. xxviii. 13; and if either 
the Pope or any of his ſubſtitutes pretend 
to have power to forgive fins on any other 
terms, they abuſe thoſe who are ſo weak 
as to believe them, and make them forfeit 
their ſouls, I doubt, for the ſad price of 
TR this credulity. St. Baſil faith truly, The 


„power of abſolving was not abſolutely 


given, but upon condition of the Peni- 
e tent's reformation + ;** and we tell our 
people more ſincerely, that if a prieſt ab. 
| ſolve them a thouſand times over, and if 
they give never ſo much money, without 


amendment of life they can have no par- 
don, according as ſcripture felt teaches [, 


* Senec. Ep. 97. 
+ Bakll. reg. brev. au. 15. x 
| $4 . vi. 7. | | 


and 


— —  —  — SO 
A Lg — * es 


26 - - ADVICE TO THE ROMAN 


and the holy Fathers alſo; & If thou giveſt 
all that thou haſt, and doſt not forſake 

5 thy fins, thou art twice deceived, both in 

60 loſing thy money and thy pardon alſo*,” 


Again, as if the Roman l ho. 


| ſigned to make men think their own ac- 
_ tual holineſs were never neceſſary, they 
have other devices to perſuade you into a 
belief of coming off well at the end of 


your life, howſoever ill you have ſpent it. 
The Heretics in Tertullian's time ſaid, © It 
* was a meritorious thing to be of their — 


40 party f;“ and you are told it is a rea- 
dy way of ſalvation to die in the commu. 
nion of the Roman church, and if you 


can but receive the ſacraments of that 


Church, and be abſolved by one of their | 


prieſts, you ſcarce doubt of obtaining 
Heaven at laſt; and if you have no good 


works of your own, they perſuade you 
the Church can ſell you the merits of the 
ſaints ; or, if you ſhould drop into Purga- 
tory by the way, the pains of that, they 
ſay, are not endleſs, and if you give libe- 


* Auguſtin. homil. 2. ex. 50. los. __ 
E Tertul. de n adv. Hæret. cap. "+ 
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rally on your death-beds, or if any others 
afterwards give for you, to purchaſe ſo 


many maſles and other prayers for your 


ſoul, you will ere long be delivered from 
_ thence : All which notorious deluſions do 
miſerably deceive poor men, and moſt miſ- 


chievoully encourage them to put off their 


repentance, and to reſolve not to be trou- 
bled with holineſs in the way, ſince they 


fancy they ſhall come off ſo eaſily in the 


end. And alas! they are as falſe as they 
are miſchievous; for the ancient Fathers 
unanimouſly aftirm no man's eſtate can be 
altered after this life, But as the laſt day 
of a man's life finds him, ſo the laſt day 
« of the world finds him * ;” „ nor will 


any thing help thee,” ſaith St. Auguſtine, 


but what is done while thou art here f.“ 
Out of innumerable ſuch teſtimonies, that 
of St. Salvian may ſerve: © Although a 


man ſhould have ſo pious a ſon, who, 
<« for alleviating his father's puniſhment, 


c would deſire to give all the goods he 
left behind him, it would do Em no 


* Auguſtin. Epiſt. 1 
F Idem de Verb. Apott. Ser. 21. 


„good, 
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good; for the piety of the ſon can do 
50 nothing to procure that reſt to a man 
a after death, which his own impiety and 
„ infidelity hath denied him“. Finally, 
theſe and the like principles make ſo many 
infamous men and women, ſo many thieves 
and murtherers, debauched and profane 


perſons to take ſanctuary in the Roman 
church, becauſe the tenets thereof ſeem _ 


not to oblige them to forſake their evil 
ways, but reconcile wickedneſs and fal- 
vation together: ſo that this Religion 


tends not to perſuade men to holineſs of 


: oo, and therefore is no good — N 


1 grant there are ſome perſons in that 
Church who live better than theſe opinions 
engage them to do, and do not draw thoſe 
concluſions into their practice which na- 
turally follow from theſe principles; but 


that is only an evidence of the excellent 


virtue of ſuch perſons, but no proof of the 


goodneſs of theſe doctrines; and if theſe 


men be holy in a religion which gives 


ſuch encouragement to evil, doubtleſs they 


would be more holy by far, if they were 


* Salvian. ad . Cath. lib. 3» 1 
| 8 
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f taught better things: I ſhall only add, that 
as the Roman church is too looſe in mat- 


-.. ters pertaining to God's laws, ſo ſhe is too 


ſtrict in matters pertaining to her own 

_ conſtitutions, like the old Phariſees who 
c tithed mint and aniſe, and neglected 
© the weightier matters of the law,” 
Matt. xxiii. 23. which is a great obſtruc- 


tion to real holineſs; for when men place 


religion in ceremonies and light things, 
while they are curious in theſe matters, 
they neglect greater, and think by obſerv- 
ing the rules of the Church, they compen- 
fate for paſling by the laws of God. Your 


own Ordinary Gloſs faith, © that it is ſuper- 8 


* ſtition, when Religion 1s placed i in obſerv- 
<« ing the ordinances of men *;” and if ſo, 
then your wonderful ſtrictneſs in croſſing, 
bowing, uſing holy water, abſtinence on 
certain days, wearing croſſes, &c. in which 


you have placed ſo much Religion, are no 


better than ſuperſtition. It cannot be de- 
nied that moſt Roman Catholics are more 
afraid to eat fleſh on a faſting- day than to 
curſe or ſw ear; they will be drunk on a 


* Olof. Oran. ad Colo. . 2 - 
Holy- 
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| Holyday, which God forbids, but not 
work on it becauſe the Church forbids it; 
many of them dare fornicate and debauch, 
| who dare not neglect confeſſion, nor read 
a book written by a ſuppoſed Heretic; 
and generally, they are punctual in croſſ. 


ing, ſprinkling, bowing and obſerving all 
orders of the Church, even ſuch as live 


in the open breach of God's command- 
ments, and yet fancy themſelves more 
ſure of Heaven than the moſt pious and 


holy Proteſtant. Thus this Religion is too 


ſtrict where God gives us more liberty, 
and too remiſs where his holy law hath 
bound us with eternal and indiſpenſa- 
ble bonds; and it is deſigned to promote 
obedience to the Roman church, rather 


than inward holineſs towards God. The 


effect of all which conſiderations is this, 
That whoſoever ſincerely deſires to glorify 
God and worſhip him with a rational de- 
votion, and whoever would imitate him 
| by a holy life, ought not to chooſe or re- 
tain ſuch a religion, whoſe principles tend 
ſo evidently to the diſhonour of God's 


name, the hindrance of true devotion, 
"and 
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and to the rendering a holy life unneceſ. 
ſary: And as it was proved before, that 
the appropriated articles of the Roman 
faith were not ancient, nor induced for 
pious ends, nor propagated by honeſt 
means; ſo now it is evidenced, the articles 
are not good in their own nature, and 
therefore there is no reaſon why you 
ſhould not renounce them, unleſs you re- 

tain them in meer reverence to the autho- 
rity of the Pope who doth impoſe them, 
Which matter is the ſubject of our laſt in- 
quiries. ; 


8 EK C TI ON v. 


IN HPether the Raman Biſhop have fit upicient au- 
 thority to impoſe the aid epimons Nen all 
Sg Churches? 


HE laſt, and almoſt the only ſhelter | 
that your doctors fly to at this day 
for the defence * your principles i is, That 


the 
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the Biſhop of Rome is the fole vicar of Chriſt, 
the infallible and only judge of controverſies, 
and the ſupreme head ¶ the univerſal church; 
and hereby their adherents are awed into 


the retaining all his decrees of what nature 


ſoever they be. But let me beg leave to 
adviſe you, not to lay ſo much ſtreſs upon 
theſe titles and authority, till you have 
ſeriouſly examined by what right the Pope 
lays claim to them; for his power had 
need be very great, and his proofs very 
good, upon the credit whereof you re- 
ceive ſo many new and ſuſpicious articles 
of Religion, ſome of which we ought not 
to receive though preached by an angel. 
Gal. i. 8, 9. And firſt, though we ſtand 
not much upon titles, you may note that 
the name of vicar of Chriſt is never given 
to the Pope in the firſt ages; and when 
this title came into uſe, it was not appro- 
priated to the Biſhop of Rome, but other 
_- Biſhops and Prieſts are ſtyled, vicars of 
Chriſt alſo, even by a Pope of Rome“, as 
alſo by an ungoubt: d friend of the Roman 


* Euſcb, Po. Deeret. * 3: 


church 
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church * and by our own Saxon law + ; 
ſo that there is no reaſon for the Roman 
Biſhop to challenge any propriety in this 
title, or any ſpecial privilege by virtue 
thereof. Secondly, As to his being an in- 
fallible judge and the ſupreme head of 
the catholic church throughout the world, 
you may remember we have proved there 
are more Chriſtians in the world who 
deny this ſupremacy of Rome, than there 
are who do acknowledge it; and if the 

belief of this infallible headſhip be the rea- 
ſon why you receive other articles of faith, 
then this is the moſt fundamental article 
of all others, and ought to be the beſt at- 
teſted : And if our Lord Jeſus had de- 
| ſigned to make St. Peter and his ſucceſſors | 
at Rome (not at Antioch) ſuch ſupreme 
infallible Judges, we may expect he would 
have ſet down this article plainly in holy 
ſcripture, and not have left his ſole viſible 
Vice-gerent to the ſuſpicion of bearing 
witneſs to himſelf. As for that place, Z 


Mp Epiſt. Wil. Senon. ad i an. 1171. 
| 2 Legibus Ts. . Spelm. tom. 1. pag. 440. 


12 | « Thou 
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8 Thou art Peter, and upon this rock will 
1 build my church,” Aar. xvi. 18, it 
is indeed by the Popes in their forged de- 
cretals expounded as à conſirmation of 
their pretences to ſupremacy, but the Fa- 
thers take this rock, not for St. Peter's 
perſon, but for his faith which he con- 
feſſed, and for Chriſt himſelf the object 
thereof; ſo St. Auguſtine “, Nazianzen +, 
St. Cyril , St. Chryſoſtome 8, St. Am- 
broſe |}, and Hilary **, expound the place; 
and it ſo, this belongs no more to St. 
Peter, than to the reſt of the Apoſtles who 
confeſſed the fame faith, and belongs no 
otherwiſe to the Pope, than as he varies 
not from St. Peter's faith, and ſo far it 
belongs to all orthodox Biſhops with re- 
ſped to their ſeveral churches. And for 
„the keys of the kingdom of Heaven,” 
wer. 19. they were given as much to the 


* Aug. de verb. Dom. Ser. 13. 
I Nazianz. Teſt. de vet. Teſtam. 
+ Cyril. de Trin. lib. 4. 
6 Chryſoſt. hom. 55. in Matth. 
Ambroſ. Com. in Epkel. 2. 
** IIIlar. de Trin. lib. 2. cap. 6. . 
- ._ othey 
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other Apoſtles as to St. Peter, Matth. xvii. 

18, (as alſo the aforeſaid Fathers do ob- 
ſerve) being all equally ſharers in the 
power of the keys and all foundations, as 
well as St. Peter“, ſo that St. Cyprian 
plainly tells us, The reſt of the Apoſtles 
“ere as great as St. Peter, endowed 


„with an equal ſhare of honour and 
c power f;“ nor do we find that ever St. 


Peter pretended to any power over the 
other Apoſtles. © Peter, James, and John, 


though preferred by Chriſt,” faith Euſe- 


bius, © before the reſt, challenged not to 
„ themſelves the glory of Primacy, but 
„ choſe James the Juſt, Biſhop of the 
„ Apoſtles 1; and if any were greateſt, 
it was St. 3 who was Preſident in 
that firſt council at Jeruſalem, and did 
determine the queſtion there, though St. 
Peter was preſent $. Yea, Clemens, Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, in the firſt decretal epäſtle, 


bs Aug. in Johan. T ra. 118.—-Ambroſ. in Pſal. 3 
Origen. in Matt. Tract. 1 —Iiilarius de Trinit. lib. 6 * 
Hlieron. in Jovin. lib. 1. | 


+ Cypr. de Unit. Eccleſ. 
— 1 Euſeb. Eecleſ. hiſt. lib. 2. cap. I. 


Acts IV. 13. 
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(a good evidence againſt the inventors + 
: erent) ſtyles this very St. James © Biſhop 
of Biſhops, governing the holy church 
of the Hebrews at Jeruſalem, and alſo 
. « all the churches, which were every 
where founded by the Providence ot 
« God*.” And an ancient council calls 
| Jeruſalem the © Mother of all churches ;“ 
but as for the Primacy of Rome, there is 
no genuine author for the firſt three cen- 
turies takes any notice of it, and ÆEneas 
Sylvius t, afterwards Pope, confeſleth, 
there was little reſpect paid to Rome _ 
I before the Nicene council.” If Poly- 
crates and the Aſian Biſhops had known 
of this infallibility and ſupremacy, they 
would not have oppoſed Pope Victor's 
opinion, nor deſpiſed his excommunication 
fo boldly as they did; neither would Ire- 
næus, who calls the Biſhops of Rome no 
more but Preſbyters, have preſumed to 
reprove the ſame Victor for his arrogance 
and indiſcretion, as we find he did 8. St. 
* Decret. Fpiſt. Clement. I. in Titul. E iſt. 
F Concil Conſtant. I. Ep. ad Dam. 
F Ene. Sylv. Ep. 288. 


8 Euſeb. Eccleſ. 18. lib. ; 5. cap. 24. RES. | 
Cyprian 
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Cyprian ſurely never heard of this power 
of the Roman Biſhop, who calls Cornelius, 
Biſhop of that See, no more but brother 
and colleague, and gives to Pope Stephen, 
his ſucceflor at Rome, the titles of a 
_ Apoſtle, Schiſmatic, friend ta Heretics, and 
enemy to Chriſtians, utterly deſpiſing his 
judgment, and not regarding his deter- 


minations *. Beſides, if this ſupremacy 


had been belicved in the firſt ages of the 


Church, the Roman Biſhop's ſenſe would 


have been enquired of concerning all con- 
troverted places of ſcripture, his decrees | 
cited to filence Heretics, and all appeals 


muſt have been made ſinally to him: He 


alſo ſhould have called, and preſided in, all 
eminent councils, whereas Cardinal Cuſa- 


nus aſſirms, © That the Emperors or their 


« Deputies were Preſidents in eight gene- 


«ral councils f.“ Nor did the fourth 
general council at Chalcedon ſuppoſe that 
the Roman Biſhop had any ſupremacy 


95 given him from Chriſt, when that coun- 


, 888 ad P Ep. 74. 
4 Cuſan. de Coacor. Cath. lib. 3. . 6. 


cil 


n 
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il faith, © Rome hath juſtly had the pri- 
„ yileges given unto it by the Fathers, 
s hecauſe it was the ſeat of the empire; 
and for the ſame reaſon they “ grant equal 
F privileges to the Biſhop of Conſtanti- 
e nople*.” Yea, St. Gregory, Biſhop of 
Rome, ſaith, © The Fathers of the council 
of Chalcedon were they who offered his 
* Predeceflors the title of univerſal Biſhop, 
„ which yet they accepted not f:“ And 
to convince us that this univerſal ſupre- 


macy is a late device, it is evident, that it 


Was not only unknown to others in the . 
ſirſt age, but to the very Popes themſelves, 


as theſe few inſtances will ſhew : Liberius, 


Biſhop of Rome, an. 350. ſending the 


confeſſion of his faith to Athanaſius de- 


fireth his approbation thereof, That I 
c may know,” faith he, whether I am 
< of the ſame judgment with you in mat- 
de ters of faith, and that I may be more 


e certain, and readily obey your com- 


Ko mands f.“ And when the Biſhop * | 


9 Condit. Chal. Can. 28. an. 451. 
+ Gregor. Epiſt. lib. 7. Ep. 30. 
1 Athanaſ. Ep. ad Epictet. Eg 

| : |: Con- 
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| Conſtantinople began to call himſelf * uni- 


verſal Biſhop, Pope Gregory, in his epiſtle 

to Mauritius the Emperor, faith, © He ad- 

„ mires at the arrogance of aſſuming this 
new title, which none of the Biſhops of 


„Rome had ever accepted of, a title blaſ- 
* phemous to chriſtian cars;” and with 


; many other words he inveighs againſt this 


title, as unfit for any chriſtian Biſhop, as 


may be ſeen at large in his epiſtles *. And 
in his epiſtle to Eulogius, Patriarch of 


Alexandria, he is diſpleaſed that Eulogius 
urites to him © by the proud title of uni- 
_ * verſal Biſhop, deſiring him wholly to 


„ forbear that language, for,” faith he, 
„ that is a diminution to you, which is 
* afforded to another beyond what reafon 
„ doth require :”* And he there tells Eu- 
logius, That the council of Chalcedon 
e had offered this title to the old Biſhops 
of Rome, but they would not accept 


1 it ;“ of which he gives this reaſon 


in another epiſtle—— becauſe if one Pa- 
. triarch be called Univerſal, the name of 


* 8 Epiſt. ib. 2. ad Maurit, Epiſt. 32, 36, 33. 
+ Gregor, Epiſt, lib. 7. Ep. 38. 


” Patriarch 


r hor noo nga oat3" 3 14. 
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Patriarch is taken from the reſt * 
And ſo little did Pope Boniface think of 
deriving his ſupremacy from Chriſt, that 
with intreaty he obtained of the intruding 
Emperor Phocas to decree, * That the 
6 e church ſhould be head of all 
« churches f,“ as the ancient hiſtorians 
__ witneſs 1. But this imperial conſtitution 
will ſcarce juſtify the ſupremacy and juriſ- 
_ diction which the Pope now claimeth over _ 
all the world, and it utterly deſtroys the 


pretences of a divine — to it. 


It would be too tedious to relate at large 
all the ſteps by which the Biſhops of Rome 
attained to their preſent grandeur ; I ſhall 
therefore only note, that the firit ages be- 
gan early to complain of his encroach- 
ments and ambition $, and all ſucceeding 
times frequently oppoſed the "oye 8 pre- 


"0 Gregor. Epiſt. lib. 7. Epiſt, PL 
+ Beda de 6. ætat. Mundi. 


I Paul. Diacon. rer. Rom. lib. 18 —Hiſtor. Longob. 
lib. 4. cap. 11.—Ana'af. Bibl. Vit. Bonif. Tertii.—-Ado 


Etat. Sext. Reg. Chron. lib. 1 Ammon. de gelt. Franc, 


lib. 4. cap. 4. | 
9 eee Ep. 74. 


tences 
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tences herein. The un council of Car- 


thage allowed not his claim of appeals *; 
the Biſhops of France complain of his 
ſending a legate to dedicate a Church 
there, as an undue act, contrary to the 
ancient canons, and all primitive conſti- 


tutions, For though,” ſaith the hiſto- 


rian, © the Biſhop of Rome, for the dig- 
 « nity of his apoſtolical ſeat, be more 

„ venerable than other Biſhops, yet it is 

* not lawful for him in any thing to tranſ- 
E- « greſs the tenour of canonical rules; and 
« as every Biſhop of the orthodox church 
is the ſpouſe of his own See, and repre- 
« ſents the perſon of our Saviour, ſo it 


cannot agree to any Biſhop, boldly to 
act any thing in the Dioceſs of ano- 
ther ;“ the like checks the Popes fre- 
quently received for medling in France, 


from the Princes of that nation f. About 


that time alſo the Biſhops of italy com- 


plained of the Roman uſurpation to the 


* Concil. 6. Carthag. an. 419. 
* Glaber Rodulph. hiſt. lib. 2. cap. 4. 


T Vita Ludov. Pii a P. Pithzo edit an. 863 —Annal, | 


Franc. a P. ran cod. an. | 


Patriarch 
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Patriarch of Conſtantinople, as appears by 


Photius” letter, in anſwer to that com- 
plaint, extant in Cardinal Baronius*. And 
there are many like examples in the hiſto- . 
rians of thoſe ages, wherein this bold ju- 
riſdiction began firſt to be exerciſed in this 
weſtern part of Europe+. And to this 

very day the churches of France do little 
value the Pope's ſupremacy, though in 


other opinions they agree with the Ro- 


man church, as may be ſeen in the French 
writers ?. And it is not long ſince the 
King of France was about to take away 
his nation's dependence from Rome, by 
erecting the Archbiſhopric of Burges into 

a Patriarchate. And now, why ſhould. 


you be awed into the belief of evil and 


inconvenient doctrines by a pretended ſu- 
premacy, not given by Chriſt, not chal- 
lenged by the beit Popes, not acknowledged 


* Phot tius Conſtant. Ep. Encycl. ap. Baron. an. 863. | 
ſec. 42. 


I... Condit; imper. a Godalſto, tom. 1. . pag. 24, 25 


Luitprand. Ticin. hiſt. lib. 6. Cad. 6 -& 10 


T Bochellus, lib. 5. de Decret. Eccleſ. Gallic. tit. 20.— 
Pithæus de lb. Eccleſ. Gallican. cap. 3. ſec. 3. n. 13. 


by. 
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by the firſt Chriſtians, nor much regarded 


by ſome catholic countries? Why ſhould 
you be enſlaved by an authority gained 


by fraud and policy, confirmed by force 


and cruelty, enlarged by dividing chriſtian 


Princes, by the undermining the empire, 
and oppreſſing many eccleſiaſtical and tem- 
poral perſons in their juſt rights? Why 
ſhould you fear to renounce an uſurped 
juriſdiction, ſince © what is unjuſtly ſeized 
 * on at firſt, can never be legally enjoyed, 


© nor is it confirmed by the longeſt pre- 


« ſcription of time“, as the civil law 

ſpeaks? I muſt confeſs I cannot ſee that 
any Chriſtians, without the pale of his 
own Dioceſs, are obliged to own him * 


further than by the reſpect due to a Biſhop 


of an ancient Patriarchal See, nor ſo far 
neither if he be not content with his own, 


and keep not cloſe to the primitive faith, 


* "IT. Baſllic. lib. ro. tit. 1. & Balſamon, not. in Con- 


— Ancyran. pag. 578. 
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SECTION VL 


Whether the Pepe hath any „ right to exerciſe 2 
Juriſdiction over 3 * 


Ur ſince my diſcourſe i is directed par- 
ticularly to the catholics of England, 
it will be moſt conſiderable to enquire, 
Whether the Roman Biſhop can juſtly 
claim any authority over them; and, if 
prejudices were laid aſide, I doubt not but 
to make it evident, that the Pope neither 
hath nor ought to have any authority over 
this nation. For, firſt, let it be conſidered 
that “ Britain was the firſt of the pro- 
vinces which did publickly profeſs the 
« faith of Chriſt,” ſaith Sabellicus *, which 
is alſo atteſted by other more ancient 
Writers +: So that it is agreed on all 
hands, here was a true and perfect church 


of Chriſt near ſive hundred years before 


* Sabel. 1 7. "Bb. 2 


I Tertul. adv, Jud. c. 7 =*Theodorct. de cur. Gre. 
af. * * 


they ] 
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they had any communication with the Bi- 
hop of Rome, or knew one ſyllable of this 
 foundation-article of the modern faith of 
that church, /z. of the Pope's univerſal 
ſupremacy. It is alſo certain the church of 
Britain was not ſubject to Rome at the 
time of the ſirſt general council at Nice; 


and in the ſixth canon of that council it is 


decreed concerning the three Patriarchs“ 
juriſdictions, © That the ancient cuſtom 
_ < ſhould be eſtabliſhed, that Egypt, Libya 
and Pentapolis ſhould be ſubject to the 
« Biſhop of Alexandria, becauſe the Biſhop 
of Rome had the like cuſtom, and like- 
< wiſe ſo it was at Antioch; and in other 
_« Provinces the privileges ſhould be pre- 
« ſerved to their churches, &c. *” Now 
the ancient cuſtom and privilege of this 
church of Britain then was to govern it- 
felf without ſubjection to any foreign 
Patriarch, and the Pope could not uſurp 
any dominion here afterwards, without 
tranſgreſſing this canon of the moſt fa- 
mous general council; f = we 


* Cane 6: concl. Niczn. Juxt.. Dionzf. Puig. 


oy conſider | 
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conſider how this canon was expounded 
in Ruflinus's days, viz. © That Rome 

* ſhould have the government of the 

„ Suburbicarian churches *.” And the 
ancient ſurvey of the Lmperial Provinces 


will tell you what the Suburbicarian Re- 


gion was, viz. Three Hands, Sicily, Sar- 
dinia, and Corhca, and part of Italy, 
from the Eaſt-end to the border of Tuſ- 


cany weſtward: And this was all the an- 


cient extent of the Roman Biſhop's juriſ- 
diction, the reſt of Italy being under the 
Metropolis of Milan, which church of 
old paid no ſubjection to Rome; much 


lefs could any be due to him from Britain. 


Again, in the third general council of 
Epheſus an. 431, it was decreed, © That 
* in all Dioceſes and Provinces it ſhould 


« hereafter be obſerved, That no Biſhop 


_ « ſhould henceforward lay hold of another 
„Province, which had not formerly and 

from the beginning been under the 
power of their predeceſſors 7 which — 


3p Hitter, Recke lib. 1. e. 6. 
+ Concil. Epheſ. Can. 8. 


canon 
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| eanon the Pope muſt break alſo, before 
he can aſſume a power over the church 


| of Britain, which, with the Ifland of 


Cyprus and. ſome other places, was its 

| own head, as thoſe times phraſed it, 

and ſubject to no foreign Patriarch: So 
that when Auguſtine the Monk, coming 


over to convert the Pagan Saxons, re- 


quired the Britiſh Biſhops to profeſs 
ſubjection to the See of Rome; they ; 


did by virtue of theſe canons. refuſe it, 


telling him, „They had a Patriarch of 
* their own, to whom alone. they were 


« ſubje& in ſpiritual things under God:“ 
And Dinothus, Abbot of Banchor, by di- 
vers arguments ſhewed, They owed no 
« ſubjeftion to-the Roman Biſhop,” as an 
old hiſtorian informs“; and accordingly 
the Britiſh Biſhops retained their old rites 
different from Rome, and kept their old 
privileges, being conſecrated by the Arch- 
biſhop of St. Davids, and he by his own- 


ſuffragans, making no profeſſion of ſub- 


* to any other Church, - faith their- 


* Geofr, Monm: de Aus: verſ. 1 
7 3 | hiſtorian 
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hiſtorian, ye which continued till the days | 
of King Henry the firſt. The Saxons in- 
deed ſhowed more reſpect to Rome, be- 
cauſe it had aſliſted in their converſion ; 


hence they ſometimes aſked advice of the 


Pope, as of an eminent neighbour Pa- 
triarch, but their Biſhops never profeſſed 

ſubjection to Rome, nor did they own 
his ſupremacy, or look on him as an infal- 
lible Judge, as appears by their not obey- 
ing the Pope's defree made in a Roman 


council, about reſtoring Wilfrid to his 


Archbiſhopric of York, an. 680; and 

| though the Pope had confirmed and re- 
commended the canons of the ſecond. 
Nicene council about images, the Engliſh | 
church rejected and deſpiſed them, writing 


a bock to condemn Image-worſhip, in the 2 


name of all the Princes and Biſhops of 
England, and ſending it to Charles the 

Great of France, by the learned Alcuinus, 
as our n. do atteſt f. And more- 


"Pe Gyrald. Camb. Itin. 1. 2. c. 1. 8 
4 Hoved. Annal. part. 1. pag. 405 —Matth. Weſtm. 
* . | 


over 
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over it is evident that all eccleſiaſtical laws 
were then made by the Saxon Kings and 
: | Biſhops, in their provincial councils, by 
their own authority, and often without 
ſo much as acquainting the Pope there- 
with, or deſiring his conſent thereto, or 
confirmation thereof. The Popes indeed 
about the latter end of the Saxon times 
began to degenerate in manners, and aim 
at high things in all the weſtern world: 
but this pride was checked here, even as, 
e ſhowed before, it was in other 
places: for when that inſolent Pope Hil- 
debrand, who firit preſumed to depoſe an 
Emperor“, took the boldneſs to require 
fealty of King William the Conqueror, he 
anſwered him in this manner, © Fealty I 
«© neither have acknowledged, nor will 1 
edo it, becauſe neither did 1 promiſe it, 
« nor do I find that my Predeceſſors ever 
did it to your Predeceflors,” as appears 
by the Conqueror's letter ſtill extant +; 
and when by Py: and evil arts he had 


7M Ge in Vit. Greg. 7. 
+ Baron. Annal. an. 1076 f 25. 
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made ſome encroachments here, yet ſtill 
his power was eſteemed no other than a 


temporal power, permitted by the favour 


of our Kings, not due by any original 
right: Hence the hiſtorian ſaith, That 
King Henry the firſt, having ſubdued all 
his enemies, feared none but the Pope, 
* and that, not for his ſpiritual, but his 


temporal power *;” and an old record 


affirms that King Henry the ſecond ſmart- 
ly aſked the Biſhop of Chicheſter, © How 
. he durſt argue for the Pope's authority 


& which was granted by men, againſt his 


royal power derived from God +?” The 
turbulent and ſeditious attempts of Tho- 
mas Becket and his faction about that time, 
to ſubject the Engliſh clergy to the Pope, 
are ſufficiently known; but if our an- 
ceſtors (whom you call Roman catholics) 
had been of your opinion in this great ar- 


ticle of faith, they would not have made 


ſo ſtout an oppoſition againſt the Pope's 
Supremacy as they did: It being apparent 
; that the whole body of the nation then 


"8 Matth. Pariſ. an. 1107. | 
1 Record. an. tertio Hen. i. 5 


looked 


CATHOLICS OF ENGLAND. 117 


| looked on it as an encroachment and an 
uſurpation; for in the famous ſtatutes of 
Clarendon they condemn it, decreeing 
among other things, That all the clergy 
_ * ſhould bona fide, ſwear to the King; and 
e none ſhould appeal, but unto the Arch- 
* biſhop, or from him finally to the King, 
without particular licenſe *.“ And to 
reſtrain his medling here, the Kings of -- 
England declared, they had a right to 
forbid the Pope's legates from entering 
into this land, and often did prohibit 
them (even Queen Mary herſelf exerciſing 
this power) yea, it was adjudged in a par- 
liament 25 Ed. HI. “to be treaſon to bring 
in the Pope's Bulls here without the 
\« King's conſent,” Stat. de proviſor. though 
the ſending theſe be an act of fpiritual ju- 
riſdiction. But it is plain they would not 
allow the Pope in thoſe days to exerciſe 
ſpiritual juriſdiction here without the 
King's leave; for his very excommuni- 
cating certain Engliſh Biſhops in a parlia- 
ment 16th of Rich. II. is declared to tend 
Sto the open diſheriſon of the Crown, 


* Matth. Pariſ. an. 1164. 5 
HEY 8 ce | 
ana 
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1 and the deſtruction of the King, his 


law, and all his realms;“ and a little 
after it is aſſirmed there, that the 
Pope's attempts © be clearly againſt the 
„ King's crown and regality,” uſed and 
approved i in the time of all his Progeni- [| 
tors“; finally, therefore, they all promiſe 7 
ſtand with the King againſt all ſuch en- 
croachments with their very lives. And if 
you be well verſed (as becometh Engliſh- 
men) in the hiſtories and ſtatutes of your 
con country, you muſt needs know that 
the authority which the Pope once exer- 
ciſed here, was gotten by taking advan- 


tages of the neceſſities of our Kings, and 


the diviſions among the people; and in 
thoſe times which are accounted moſt 


Popiſh, it was checked by laws, com- 
plained of in Parhament, and thought an 


oppreſſion by the wiſeſt and greateſt ſub- 


_ jects; ſo that the moſt noble Hen. de Lacy 
Earl of Lincoln, in his dying ſpeech to his 
| fon in law Thomas Earl of Lancaſter, ſaid 


among other things, © That the church of 
” England, heretofore honourable and free, — 


* Stat. 16 Ric. adi, Statute Book pag-- 238. 
cc was 


4 
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as now enſlaved by Romiſh oppreſ- 
„ fjons;” charging him, to © ſtand up 
like a man for the honour of God and 
the church, and the redemption of his 
country “.“ And the ſame author tells 
us, that it was debated in a council at 
London an. 1408, Whether all payments 


bs | «© and obedience to the Pope ſhould not be 


A S taken away +;” which ſhows, they 
- thought it in the power of this nation to 
take away his authority here when they 


| pleaſed: And they retained it, not as 


being neceſlarily or originally due to him, 
| but only in reſpet of his being a Biſhop | 


of an ancient apoſtolical ſeat, -as is evident | 


from thoſe inſtructions which King Henry 
the fifth gave to his embaſſadors, ſent to 
Pope Martin the fifth, bidding them, if 
they perceived any delay in their affairs, 
to tell the Pope, that their maſter the 
King, if he yielded not to his demands, 
« would uſe his own power in theſe par- 
* ' ticulars, for he did not ad himſelf to 


8 Tho. of Walſing, an. 1312. p. 74 num. 20. 
1 Tho. Walſing an. 7408. p. 420. 


Rome 
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« Rome out of, neceſlity, but for reſpect 
„ fake .“ And therefore when this per- 


miſſive authority grew uncaſy to thoſe 
who had endured it for ſome time, it was 


rejected much more legally than ever it 


was introduced, viz. by the regal power 


with the advice and conſent of the Lords 
and Commons in Parliament +. And this 
| is to be noted, the clergy and laity of this 
' parliament did hold moſt of the opinions 
of the Roman church in other things, and 
yet conſented to the aboliſhing the Pope's 
uſurped power over England, as believing 
it to be an unjuſt encroachment ; and 
Stephen Gardiner, Biſhop of Wincheſter, 
a great perſecutor of the Proteſtants, did 
then make a learned oration de vera be- 
dientia, ſhowing that the King was by 
right and by God's law the ſupreme head . 


of this church of England. 


And now, | that 1 may 3 = 


2 falſe opinion, but eſtabliſh the true, let 
me intreat you impartially to conſider, 


* Vita Hear: Chichely, pag. 56, 8 57. 
+ An. 26. Hen. VIII. e 5 


that 
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d that as it appears the Pope is not de jure 
ſupreme head of this church of England, 
ſo it is as evident, that the King of Eng- 
land is the ſupreme head of the churches 


in his own dominions; for indeed all 
_ chriſtian Princes are, or ought to be ſo in 


their own dominions ; whence it was that 


_ Conſtantine the Great did retain the title 
of Pontifex Maximus © without any blot 
to his chriſtianity,” faith Baronius“; 
and the higheſt appeals in all coultro- 
verſies eccleſiaſtical, even in matters of 
faith, were made to him, though he uſed 
the aſſiſtance and counſel of his Biſhops 
for determining them. And it is evident 
that he and his ſucceſſors, as Cuſanus be- 
fore confeſſeth, did call and preſide in all 
general councils, and ratified their decrees, 
which were no laws till they were ſtamped 
with the Imperial authority; yea, the 
Imperial code ſufficiently witneſſes, that 
the Emperours made laws concerning Re- 


ligion, the whole third book of Juſtinian's 


Baſilicks being nothing elſe but Imperial 
_ conſtitutions, de Epiſcopis, Clericis & ru. 


bs Annal. tom. 3. an. 312. „„ 
„ They 
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They alſo erected Patriarchates, and gave 1 
them ſupreme eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction over 
ſuch provinces as they pleaſed, as at Juſti- 
nianopolis in Dacia *, and at Ravenna in 
Italy itſelf +, which had no dependence on 
Rome till the time of Conſtantinus Pogo- 

3 ; and © all eccleſiaſtical affairs de- 

„ pended on the Emperours,” faith So- 
_ crates , fo that Pope Anaſtaſius calls the 
Emperour Anaſtaſius, “ The vicar of God 
© by the divine command preſiding over 
» the earth §.“ An authority like this 
alſo was exerciſed by the weſtern Empe- 

rours of the French line, being ſtyled, 

<« The rulers of the true Religion,” a title 
given to Charles the Great and to Ludo- 


vicus by two ſeveral councils which they | 


had called ||; and the preſent French 
Kings do claim the ſupremacy over the 
French churches, as may be ſeen in Be- 


Imperial. Cont. Novel. Il. & Nov. 13 7. c. 3. 
+ Reſcript. Valent. 31. an. 432. 
+ Socrat, Hiſt. Prœm. ad lib. 35. | | 
_ $ Anaſtaf. Pap. Epiſt. ad A. * ap. . Binium T. 

2. Par. I. pag. 507. | 
[| Concil. I. Mogun. an. $13. & Concil. II. Mogun. | 

an. 847+ ap. in. . 3 p. I, ſec. 2. 


chellus 
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= chellus and P. Pithzus cited before, ſed. 53 
one of the French writers telling us it is 
the opinion of this nation, that © Le Roi 
* affi/te de ſon conſeil d'etat &/t apres Dieu Chief 
© Terrien de {Epliſe de fon Royaume & ne pas 
ie Pape*.” And it may be proved con- 
cerning other chriſtian Princes, that they 
allow not the Pope to impoſe his decrees 
on their kingdoms, nor to exerciſe any 
Juriſdiction among them but by their 
ſpecial licenſe and conſent, and prohibit 
his exerciſing. any power over their ſub- 
jects when they pleaſe : 
not the King of England, being a free and 
abſolute Monarch, be allowed as great a 
privilege in his own dominions? Do you 
not tell us, that Pope Eleutherius called 
King Lucius by the title of vicar of 
Chriſt ; and doth not King Edgar call 
himſelf Chriſt's vicar , and none taxed - 
this title then? Did not the Saxon Kings 
proud h in all national council, and make 


3 Claud. Fauchet « en les Libertes de rPgli. Gallican. 
pag. 234» | 
+ Epiſt. Eleuth. ad R. Lucium ap. Spelm. 
{7 Leg. Hydenſ. cops 8. Speim. tom. I. Pag. 438. 


m2 laws 


And why may 
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laws for Religion by the advice of their © 


own Biſhops, by their own authority ? 


Did they not erect new ſees for Bi- 
ſhops, and change them as they ſaw fit ? 


Did they not inveſt all“ Biſhops by deli- 


© yering the ring and paſtoral ſtaff * ?““ 
And the {ame power was {till exerciſed by 
King William the Conqueror, for “ all 


things both divine and human depend- 


ed on his order,” ſaith an old hiſtorian}. 
And when the Pope began to encroach 


upon the King's ſypremacy here in Eng- 


land, he was generally oppoſed as we noted 
before. And in the aforeſaid Parliament 
of Richard the ſecond, the nation de- 
clared, © That they would not endure 
that the Crown of England ſhould be 


_ & ſubmitted to the Pope, and the laws 
and ſtatutes of this realm by him de- 
<« feated and avoided at his pleaſure !:“ 


for Bracton our moſt famous lawyer af. 
firms, that © the Kings of England have 
* no ſupreme on earth but God: = And 


- *® Ingulph. hiſt. pag. 902. | 
+ Eadmer. hiſt. pag. 6. 
T Stat. 16 Ric. II. cap. 5. | 


” ac R 
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accordingly the Kings and Parliaments of 


this nation made laws in reference to Re- 


ligion as they ſaw expedient, and among 


the reſt they enacted many laws in a direct 


oppoſition to the Pope's ſpiritual, as well 
as temporal juriſdiction, declaring thereby, 
that © they eſteemed him no head of this 
_ church, but an ambitious and danger- 
“ ous encroacher upon the rights of the 
* Crown,” as you will find by peruſal of 


thoſe ſeveral ſtatutes cited in the margin “. . 
By which laws long ſince enacted, it is 
declared to be treaſon to receive or har- 


bour any agents or emiſſaries from Rome 
_ againſt the King's proclamations, and with- 
out his ſpecial licenſe : Upon all which 


conſiderations the Judges have declared, 
that the a& of Parliament for © reſtoring 
& the ſupremacy over the church unto the 


„Crown, was not the introducing a new 
law, but a declaration of the old + ;** 


: for it was many hundred years before, 


* stat. 25 Fd. I. de Provifor. —Stat. 27, 28, Ed. III. 


e. I, 2,—Stat. 28 Ed. III. c. 3,—Stat. 2 Hen. IV. c. 3. 


Stat. 6 Hen. IV.c. 1.—8tat. FG: IV. e. Ge — 


Oe he © 
-4 Coke 5. Rep. Cawdry's Caſe, fol. 8. 


By that 
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that King Henry the ſecond did did, | 
„That he would account it high-treaſon 
„ in any man that ſhould affirm the Pope's 
„ authority was above his “.“ And be- 
fore that, Anſelm was told, That it was 
„ impoſſible for him to keep the faith 
which he owed to the King, and to 
„ pay obedience to the Pope contrary to 


- „his Royal pleaſure 4.” Which, me- 
thinks, may fitly admoniſh you, who do 


_ own the Pope's ſupremacy over England, 
and yet glory much in your loyalty to 
the King, to enquire how theſe two can 


| ſtand together: Our Saviour faith, «No || 


man can ſerve two maſters,” Matth. vi. 
24, however not two ſupreme Lords, nei- 
ther can there be two higheſt powers in 


done kingdom, nor can any ſubjects obey 


both, ſince they will ſometimes command 
_ contrary things. *Tis true, if the Roman 
Biſhop would profeſs to our King, as his 


Predeceſſor Leo the fourth did to Lotha- 


rius of France, © Concerning your Capi- 


< tulars or Imperial precepts, We, rough : : 


0 Spelm. Concil. T. 2. p. 58. | 
3 Rex 3 Eadmerum, pag. 62. 5 
| | £6 the | 
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© the aſſiſtance of Chriſt, promiſe as much 
eas we are able, to keep and conſerve the 
„ ſame for ever *.” If he would acknow- 
| ledge himſelf ſubje& to our King in his 
dominions, as his Predeceſſors were to the 
Emperours of old; if he behaved himſelf 
toward his Majeſty, as St. Gregory did to 
Mauritius, who calls that Emperour his 
Lord, and himſelf his ſervant, declaring, 


that he was ſubje& to the Emperour's 


„ commands, and accordingly had done 
his duty in publiſhing a law, which the 
Emperour ordered him to promulge, 
% though for his own part he thought it 


„not agreeable to the laws of God f;“ 


if the preſent Popes claimed no more than 
a Primacy of order and precedency among 


other Biſhops, then the caſe might eaſily 
be determined: But you know of later 


times the pretences of Rome are much 
higher, for ſhe challenges a ſupremacy 


over all chriſtian Princes, a power to de- 
5 poſe them, an authority to abrogate or 


| ® Leon. Epi. ad Lothar. & Lud. Aug. ap. Grat. diſt. 
to. cap. 9. | 


F Gregor. Epilt lib. 2. ad Maurit, Ep. 62. 


. 
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diſpenſe with their laws, and abſolve their E 

ſiubjects from their allegiance, a privilege 
to be appealed unto as to the laſt and 
higheſt tribunal on earth; ſo that Clement 


the fifth is recorded in the acts of the 


council of Vienna to have ſaid, © That all 
„ the right of Kings depended on him 
— 00 alone * * and Boniface the eighth 3 
owned himſelf not only Lord of France, 


“ but of all the world 4,” for © ſo great 


as the impudence of this Boniface,” 


a Gith the French chronologer, © that he 


* preſumed to affirm the kingdom of 
France was a Fee of the Papal Majeſty.” 


And as to this kingdom, Pope Innocent 
the fourth faith, © That the King of Eng- 


„ land was his vaſſal and his ſlave $,” and 
they eſteem England alſo a Fee of the 
Papacy, and fo 1s Ireland too it ſeems. : 
| Whereupon the Pope hath dared to nomi- 
nate a King of Ireland, and hath given 
: "uy the Kingdom of * to thoſe 


0: Coacit. Vienn. ſub Clem. 4. 
+ Papyr. Maffon. Vit. Bonif. 8. 

I Tilius Epiſc. Meld. Chronic. de Reg. Fran, an. 1 302. 
=) Matth. Nair. ad an. 1253. 


who 
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ho attempted to conquer it ; he hath 
condemned our laws, cxoviumnicatan = 


and depoſed our Princes, and abſolved the 
ſubjects of England from their allegiance ; 
upon which, both formerly and in our 
times, many of your party have entered 


into bloody conſpiracies and open rebel- 


lion: So that now it appears, the Pope 
claims an abſolute ſupremacy over our 
| King and his Realms, and how he can be 
a good fubject of the King of England, 
who profeſſes obedience to this foreign 
princely Prelate, is very hard to be under- 
ſtood. If you believe this claim, and own 
the Pope to be above the King, you muſt 
then obey him, even when his orders con- 


tradict thoſe of your lawful Sovereign, 


and fo you are the Pope's ſubjects, not 
the King's; nor can his Majeſty have any 
ſecurity of your allegiance any longer than 


it pleaſes the Roman Biſhop, ſo that he 


reigns over you at the Pope's mercy. I 
know many of you Engliſh catholics have 


fo loyal an affection for the King, that 


your church- men are forced to invent 
many plauſible pretences to perſuade you, 
chat : 
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that the ſupremacy claimed by the Pibe 
doth not entrench upon the King's ſupre- 
macy, telling you, that you need not obey 


the Pope if he commanded you to fight | 
again your King; wherein they put a 
fallacy upon you, for they know the Pope 
can excommunicate and depoſe him (even 
for a © very ſmall matter,” ſay your Ca- 


noniſts“) and then he is no longer your 


King. They pretend further, this ſupre- 
macy over Kings in temporals, © 1s not 
e the doctrine of Jour church, but only 
of ſome Jeſuits,” upon whom they lay 
all thoſe foul doctrines of depoſing and 
murthering Kings, ſo wickedly maintained 
by divers eminent writers of your church g. 


But this is a deluſion alſo, for when or 
where did the Pope, or the heads of the 
Roman church, condemn theſe opinions, 
or ſuppreſs theſe ſeditious books, nay, on 
the contrary, the books are approved, and 


the authors . at ROWE, even when 


* GlofT. in Detect. dit. 40. cap. 6. Si Sas. 


T Mariana. lib. de Rege —Suarez defenſ. * & lib. 
| Contr, 3 Magn, Britan. bh. 


France 3 
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France condemns them. And thoſe ho- 
neſt and loyal ſecular Engliſh prieſts that 

have ventured to write againſt this uſurped 
power of the Popes over Kings in tempo- 
rals, (though they held his ſupremacy here 
in ſpirituals) have been perſecuted almoſt 
to death by the Roman Biſhop ; they have 
been ſuſpended, and their books con- 


demned, and their perſons ſo odioully re- 


| preſented, that no Engliſh catholics durſt 
harbour them; witneſs the learned F. 


| Preſton, under the name of Roger Wi- 


drington, in King James's days, with his 
= fellow-priefts ; ; and Peter Walſh, author 

of the Letter fo the catholics, who is at this 
day a great ſufferer by che Pope's means, 
merely for writing, that you of the Ro- 
man church ought to be loyal to the King 
in all matters of temporal cognizance; a 
dlear evidence, that, whatever your church 

may pretend, they will not endure that 
any of yau catholics ſhall hold the King's 
power to be above the Pope's in any 

thing; and conſequently they will not al- 
low you to be good ſubjects. 


Rs Anſwer to Philanax Avglicus 125. 9 85 
| Now 
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Now to ſum up all theſe particulars, how 
grievous an abuſe is it for a foreign Prelate, 
whoſe Predeceflors had no authority here at 
all, to uſurp ſuch a power over you as to 
impoſe new and inexpedient articles upon 


you? Why ſhould you enflave yourſelves 


to him that cannot have ſo much as a ſpi- 


ritual juriſdiction here without breaking 


the canons of the moſt famous general 
councils? Why may you not take the 
fame liberty to oppoſe his decrees, that 
your anceſtors in all ages have done? they, 
w whom you account good catholics, rejected 
is doctrines ſometimes, deſpiſed his bulls 
and excommunications frequently, and al- 
Ways oppoſed his pretended claim of a ſu- 
premacy over this nation. Why ſhould 
you call that an article of faith, and ac- 
count it the principal point of Religion, 
' viz. That England ought to be ſubject to 
Rome,“ which, even in thoſe you call ca- 
tholic times, was declared to be no leſs 
than treaſon, and no other than an opinion 
that did deſtroy the prerogative of the 
| King, the privileges and liberties of this 
church, the fenden and quiet of all En- 
19 gliſh 1 
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= gli ſubjects They were Romaniſts in 
other points who condemned appeals to 


Rome, and maintained, that the Crown 


of England was in no earthly ſubjection, 


and that the King had no ſupreme but 


God only; who counted all the power 
Which the Pope ever had here, merely per- 
miſſive, tolerated by this nation ſo long as 


they pleaſed, and ſuch as might be curbed, 


leſſened, hindered, or taken away by the 
ſupreme authority of this nation whenever 


they ſaw expedient: It was a King and 


Parliament of your Religion in moſt points, 
that reſtored the King to his Juſt ſupre- 


macy, and took away the precarious or 


| uſurped and much abuſed power of the 
Roman Biſhop here; they thought a ſu- 


premacy in ſpirituals, as to this kingdom, 
was more than he had any right to, but 


he and his agents expect to be ld to 
| over-rule the temporal laws alſo. Me- 
thinks, if you have the nobleneſs and gal- 
 lantry of true Engliſh ſpirits, your aſfec- 
tions for the Roman church ſhould not 


rob you of your love to your native coun- 


5 try, 1 nor ſuffer you to endure thoſe pre- 


© SD tences 
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tences which diſhonour the King, and de- 
ſpoil him of his ancient rights, and enflave 
this free church and nation to one that 


only ſeeks his own ends in claiming this 


ſubjection; for though the holding the 
Pope's ſupremacy doth contribute to the 
| ſupport of his own grandeur, yet it doth 


not further any man's falvation, and it is | | 


fo far from doing any good in thoſe na- 
tions where it 1s allowed him, that it might 
be made appear, the ſetting up and abet- 
ting this ſupremacy hath occaſioned the 


murther of many Princes, ſtirred up the 


complaints of all ſorts of people, and filled 
_ Chriſtendom for many ages, with maſſa- 
cres, treaſons, war, and bloodſhed*; which 


Was fo notorious in the German empire, 


that it came to be a Proverb, ſaith Guic- 
ciardine, It is the property of the church to 
hate the Cæſars. And the miſchief it hath 
done in England, by rifling the nation's. 


wealth before the Reformation, and di- 


ſturbing its quiet ſince, is ſo well remem- 
bered and ſo deeply reſented, by the gene- 
rality of the people, that they will never 


* See the Anſwer to Philanax Ang]. chap. iv. p. 72. 


endure 1 
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endure that heavy yoke any more, nor 


can they be perſuaded ſcarce ever to eſteem 
them loyal ſubjects, or true to their coun- 
_ try's intereſt, who do not renounce this 


unjuſt and odious- juriſdiction. Why 
therefore, O my friends, will you be ſo 


imprudent, to oppoſe the rights and pre- 
rogative of your lawful Sovereign, the - 
privileges of that church wherein you 
were born, the freedom and intereſt of 


your beloved country, the delire of your 


fellow. ſubjects and beſt friends, yea, and 
pour own liberty alſo? Why will you 

1 oppoſe, 1 fay, all theſe, merely to ſupport 
an unjuſt and groundleſs power, which 


no Eccleſiaſtic ought to have any where, 


much leſs in fo remote and fo free a Mo- 
narchy ? to ſupport a power which is in- 
conſiſtent with the ſecurity of the Crown, 
the peace of the kingdom, and the welfare 


of private perſons ? St. Peter never bid 
any to honour his ſucceſſour the Pope thus, 


but his opinion was, © that you muſt ſub- 
mit to the King as ſupreme,” 1 Pet. ii. 1 3- 


and his counſel follows thereupon, vi. 
that vou ſhould “fear God and Ce 
„ Wes "the 


„„ A oo 
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cc the King,” v Ver. 17. St. Paul Stunde 


* every ſoul to be ſubject to the higher 


powers,“ Rom. xi. 1. Neither Biſhops 


nor Apoſtles themſelves are excepted, faith 
St. Chryſoſtome; and Saint Bernard tells 


. Pope Eugenius, that the Apoſtles were 
forbid to exerciſe dominion *, and there- 


fore he adds, © If you would have apoſto- 


<« hcal and royal power together, you loſe 


* both 4.” Finally, therefore, it is unrea= _ 
ſonable for the Roman Biſhop to challenge 
fuch authority here, and the laws of God 
and man forbid it, ſo that I may expect you 
ſhall be ſo far from receiving any articles 
for the ſake of this authority, that you 


fhall not ſcruple to renounce the authority 
ittſelf, which was ſo ill-gotten at firſt, ſo 
_ wretchedly abuſed while it did obtain, 
and ſo legally taken away at laſt; and in 


fo doing you will demonſtrate yourſelves ” 
to be loyal to your King, faithful to your 
country, friends to your own liberty, and 


men of an un. inſlaved underſtanding. 


3 Luke; Wii. 25, 26. 
1 Bern. ad Eugen. Pap. de conſid. lib. 2. 


SECTION 
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SECTION VII. 


Arie to the Engl 15 catholic 10 farſabe the 
opinions of Rome, and embrace the religion 


. the church of En gland. 


0 conclude, as my pity to ſee you ſo 

miſerably impoſed on hath moved 
me to endeavour by theſe plain and cogent _ 

arguments to reſcue you from that yoke, 

Which neither we nor our fathers were 
able to bear; fo my delire of your perfect 
freedom, and my unfeigned wiſhes for 
|] your temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal wel- 


fare, do prompt me to adviſe you to com- 


ply with the Religion of the church of 


England, and this advice is not only 
grounded upon the foregoing conſider- 


ations, but my be farther preſſed upon 


theſe motives: 


. If you ek te the excellent method 
of our Reformation, which was ſo neceſ- 


fary at that time, that for ſome ages be- 


M3: 1 fore, 


—  — — 
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. «fore, the wiſeſt and beſt men of the Roman 
church had not only confeſſed there was 
great need of it, but had complained for 
want thereof, and preſſed the Pope ear- 
nedſtly thereunto; witneſs the judicious 


epiſtle of Rob. Groſthead, that pious Bi- 


ſhop of Lincoln, to Pope Innocent the 


fourth, yet to be ſeen in our hiſtorians *, 
the public complaint of the Engliſh church 
in the councit of Lyons , the private 
writings of John Gerſon, Nich. Clemangis, 
 Mneas Sylvius, afterwards Pope, and ma- 
ny others: And at leaſt one hundred 


Was urged for in the Piſane council , and 
that ſo ſtrongly, that before the election of 
a Pope, the Cardinals ſolemnly promiſed, 

 & Whoever of them ſhould be choſen 
Pope, that he would, before the diflolu- 


< tion of that council, reform the catholic 


„ church as well in the head as the mem- 
0 * bers 8. | And when Alexander the fifth 


* Matth. Paris, an. 1253. 

+ Ap. Binium Concil. tom. 3. pag. 2. fol. 729, &e: 
1 Concil. Piſanum, an. 1411. | 

$ Concil, Piſan. ſcſſ. 16. : e 
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| was choſen, © he promiſed to take care of 
a general Reformation, and that pious 
« and learned men ſhould be choſen in 
« every nation to treat with the Cardinals 
* about it:“ But after all, neither he 
nor his ſucceſſors would ever reform ei- 
ther their doctrines or practices, being 
more intent upon their private advantage, 
than the general good, and more moved 
with Cardinal Scomberg's counſel, than 
by all the former complaints, who told 
the Pope, That by the Reformation it 
would be confeſſed that the things pro- 
« vided againſt, were deſervedly reproved 
« by the Lutherans, which would be a 
great abetting to their whole doctrine g, 
which is to reſolve to err always, rather 
than to be thought to have once erred; 
and herein the Roman church is of the 
ſame humour with thoſe Gentiles to whom 
Arnobius ſpeaks, © What you have once 
4 done without reaſon, ye defend, left you 
« thould ſem formerly to have been ig- | 


2 Et Seff. 20. ap. abu, tom. 3. p. 2. p. 336. 
1 Hiſt. Conc. Trent. lib. x, 2 1 | 


„ norant, 


140 | ADVICE To THE ROMAN | 


« norant, and you account it better not 
4 to be overcome, than to yield to plain 
< and confeſſed truth. Wherefore, 
ſince Rome reſolved not to reform, Eng- 
land, having firſt reſtored her King to his 


ancient and juſt ſupremacy, reſolved to 


reform itſelf, e the Pope's leave or 
conſent, knowing full well they had au- 
thority ſufficient among themſelves to or- 
der the affairs of Religion, which had been 
regulated many hundred years in this land. 
by the King and his own Biſhops, without 
any dependence on the Pope at all; thus 
tze Kings of Judah reformed their king- 
doms of old ; thus the King of Spain, 
with Lander Biſhop of Sevil, reformed 


that kingdom from Arianiſm without the 


Pope , and thus King Edgar intended to 


proceed in the Reformation of the Engliſh 
church of old, when he told his own 


- clergy, I have Conſtantine's ſword in 


% my hands, and you have Peter's in 


66 yours} * that | is, we need no ander 


* A adv. gentes, lib. 6. p. 197. 
+ Conc. Tolet. 3. an. 3589. 
1. Edgar. Ap. Ailred, Col. 362, ® 


autho- 
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= authority or power to reform, than what 
wee have within ourſelves. The Kings of 
this nation, with the advice and conſent _ 
of their Biſhops, Barons and Commons, 
| had been always wont to order eccleſiaſti- 
cal affairs as they thought meet, not heed- 
ing whether the Pope were pleaſed or diſ- 
pleaſed thereat ; and accordingly this hap- 
py Reformation was made by the ſupreme 
power of this kingdom, upon mature de- 
liberation, in a regular, orderly, and legal 
way; and it was managed with ſo much 
. moderation and prudence, that the Ro- 
maniſts of England ſaid little againſt it, 
3 but communicated with this church, after 
the Reformation, till the Pope for his own . 
ends forbid them ſo to do; but I hope 
his prohibition, without any juſt reaſon, 
| ſhall not outweigh the ſupreme authority 
of your own nation with you, who pro- 
feſs yourſelves to be loyal ſubjects, and 
for the intereſt of England; and ſince 
there was ſuch need of Reformation, ſuch 
-obſtinacy in Rome, ſuch authority Re, -- 
and fo orderly proceedings in this Refor- 


| mation, I wink all good chriſtians and 
fſuober 


* — teen me ne ES CR — 
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ſober men, being natives of this land, 
* to fubmit unto. it. 


f Il. You will be farther perſuaded here- 

_ unto, by conſidering the doctrine of this 
church, which agrees with primitive chri- 
ſanity, in that it obliges you to believe 
nothing as of neceſſity to ſalvation, but 


| what may be plainly proved out of holy 
ſcripture; and for this reaſon you muſt 


ſtill hold the three Creeds, of the Apoſtles, 


of Nice, and of St: Athanaſius, all which 


the church of England intirely believes; 
© and he only is a heretic which follows 
not this holy rule,“ ſay the Conſtitutions 
of Theodoſius and Gratian, © but they are 


© catholics that embrace it. In this church 


we give as much honour to, and obey more 
canons of, the firſt four general councils, 


than they of Rome do; we approve of 


that expoſition of ſcripture which hath 
the conſent of the fathers of the firſt three 
or four centuries, yea, we hold all that the 
church of Rome itſelf held as neceſſary to 
falvation for five or fix hundred years to- 
gether. And it is very remarkable that a 


| Romanitt 
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| Romaniſt may turn Proteſtant without 

adding any one article to his faith, but a 

| Proteſtant cannot turn to Rome unleſs he 
embrace many new articles; for our doc- 
trines are generally confeſſed by both ſides 
to be true, but thoſe of the Roman church 
are rejected by our Reformers, as novel 


additions, and fuch as have no good foun- 


dation in ſcripture, nor genuine antiquity; 
and therefore the proteſtant doctrines are 
the ſurer and ſafer, as in which both ſides 
agree; for example, We and they both 
hold there are two ſtates after this life, 
| heaven and hell, but they add a third, 
Which is purgatory, and this we deny : : 
We and they both fay, that ſins are to be 
remitted by the merits of Chriſt's death, 
but they add the merits of the ſaints, and 
their own ſatisfactions with the merit of 


their own good works, which we deny to 


be expiatory, or ſuch as can merit remiſ- 


ſion for us: We hold there be two ſacra- 


ments, baptiſm and the euchariſt, theſe 


they confeſs are the chief, but add five 


more, to which we aſſirm the name of ſa- 5 
craments doth not properly belong: We 


— 


ſay 
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ſay that God Sos 1 is to be worlkpped, 35 
they confeſs he is chiefly to be worſhipped; 
but then they ſay the bleſſed Virgin Mary, 


angels, and faints are to be worſhipped 


alſo, which additions we deny: We ſay 
Chriſt is our only mediator and advocate, 
they confeſs he is principally ſo, but add, 
that ſaints and angels are ſo in an inferior 
manner, which we utterly deny: We ſay 
_ Chriſt is really preſent in the ſacrament of 
the altar, this they confeſs, but add, he is 
corporally there by the Tranſubſtantiation _ 
of the bread, &c. and this we deny: We 
ay the ſcriptures are the rule of faith, and 
they will not abſolutely deny it, but add 
their own traditions, which we reject: 
We ſay there are XXII. books of the old 
teſtament canonical, and they confeſs theſe 


all to be ſo, but they add divers, and call 


them canonical, which we affirm to be | 
apocryphal. I could give more inſtances, 


but theſe may ſuffice to ſhew that the pro- 
teſtant doctrines look moſt like the anci- 


enteſt, as being received by both parties, 


but the Roman opinions are novel enlarge- 
3 ments added to the old catholic truths, ſo 


chat 
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that a Proteſtant becoming a Romaniſt 
muſt take up many articles barely upon 
the credit of that church, and begin to 
believe many things anew, queſtioned by 
the bigger part of Chriſtendom ; but a 
Romaniſt turning Proteſtant retains all the 
old effentials of his former faith, and doth. 
= * become a 3 Roman catholic. 
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Mm. The dikipline and gov ernment. af 


| the church of England are more agreeable 


to primitive patterns than thoſe of the 
preſent Roman church are. Our King 


| hath the ſame power that the religious 


Kings of Judah had, the ſame which the 


great Conſtantine and the ſucceeding Ta. 


perors for many years enjoyed, the ſame 
power which the ancient Kings of this 
nation exerciſed, viz. a power to convene 
his clergy, and adviſe with them about 
_ affairs of the church; a power to ratify 
that which the Bithops and Clergy agree 
upon, and give it the force of a law; a 
power to chuſe fit perſons to govern the 
church; a power to correct all offenders 
agamit faith or manners, be they clergy or 
N 8 laymen; 
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kymen; and finally, a power to determine / 


all cauſes and controverſies, eccleſiaſtical 


and civil, among his own ſubjects, (by the 
advice of fit counſellors) ſo as there lies 
no appeal from his determination; and this 
is what we mean When we call him “ ſu- 


preme Governour of this church,“ which 


our King muſt needs be, or elſe he cannot 
keep his kingdoms in peace. Beſides, for 
ſpiritual juriſdiction and facred admini- 
ſtrations, we have a Patriarch of our own, 
tdttmhe Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Primate of 
all England, whom Urban the ſecond called 
e the Pope of the other world *;” and 
his See was uſually ſtyled, © The Chair ot | 
<« the Engliſh 5 +,” and is reckoned 


among the Patriarchates by a foreign wri- 
ter f; and now his privileges and liber- 


ties are reſtored by law, and his title and 
authority confirmed; ſo that there lies no 
appeal from him but to the King. We 


have alſo right reverend Biſhops, together 


with other inferior Prieſts and Deacons, 


* + Matmſbury de Pontif. 1. x. de Anſelmo. 
+ Eadmer. Cant. pag. 113. 
3 Duaren. de benef. lib. I. cap. 9. 
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the only primitive and proper orders of 
the Clergy, who can prove their ordina- 
tion to be as good as any of the Romiſh 
Prieſts can do *, and are now conſecrated 
and ordained by a more excellent form, 
and more agreeing to the eldeſt times; 

than Rome itſelf can ſhew; and, if you 
will judge impartially, it muſt be confeſſed 
that the Clergy of England are altogether 
as learned, and generally more painful and 
_ pious than in any catholic country what- 
ſoever: Our canons for eccleſiaſtical go- 


: vernment are all founded on the canons 


of ancient councils, (as I could ſhew by 
particular induction, if time would per- 


mit) and for the exerciſe of our diſcipline, 5 


it is managed with more moderation, and 
eaſe to the people than that of the Roman 
church! is. 


. Tas may conſider our divine ſer= 

vice and ſacred adminiſtrations, which, as: 
far as ever God made neceflary to ſalva- 
tion, may be had in this church. We 
| have the holy ſcriptures plainly. tranſ-. 


* Maſon de Miniſterio Anglicano. 5 
5 N 2 . lated; 
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: lated, learnedly interpreted, and practi. | 


_ cally preached ; we have daily prayers, by 


a form ſo grave and ſo agreeable to the 
undoubted parts of ancient liturgies, that 

it may challenge all Chriſtendom to pro- 
duce any thing ſo conſonant to the pureſt 
primitive devotions ; a form, which hath 
all thoſe parts of the Roman offices which 


were known and uſed in the firſt three | 


_ centuries, but wants all the innovations 
And corruptions of the prefent Maſs ; and 


js uſed in Engliſh for dhe benebt of the | 
 meaneſt chriſtian in our aſſemblies. We 


have alſo thoſe two ſacraments which 


Chriſt ordained, and many of the elder _ 


and later doctors own no more“; as for 
the other five rites, fallly called ſacraments, 
vi. confirmation, matrimony, holy orders, 
viſiting of the ſick, repentance and ſatis- 
faction for wrongs done, we retain theſe, 
but not by the name of ſacraments, keep- 
ing the primitive and main part of them, 
only attended with fewer ceremonies. We 


8 * Ambroſ. lib. de Sacram.— Aug. Doctrin. Chrift. lib. 3. 
cap. 9 —Paſchafius de Cen. — de Sacram. 
1 en 
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preſs and practice alſo charity and good 
Works, as much as the Roman church 


doth, and it may be demonſtrated that 


more and greater gifts have been given in 
England to pious uſes, by private perſons 


3 the Reformation, than in two centu- 
| ries before; and though we dare not fay 


we ſhall merit eternal life by them, (be- 


cauſe that is the gift of God) yet we be- 


lieve none can come to heaven without 
good works: In a word, the church of 


? England worſhips God as He hath pre- 


ſcribed in holy ſcripture, She commands 
all that He enjoins, and forbids all that He 
| prohibits, and therefore wanteth nothing = 
that f is neceſſary to ſalvation. 


V. You may look upon our ceremonies, 

which are few and eaſy, ancient and ſigni- 
ficant, and though we do not place ſo 
much Religion in externals as the church 
of Rome doth, yet here is preſcribed all 
that is needful for decency and order, viz. 
| That the Clergy always wear grave and 


diſtin habits, and have peculiar garments 


in divine Adminiſtrations; that churches . 
: 5 „ be 
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| be adorned and neat; that the people be 


reverent in God's houſe; that the memory 


of our Saviour's chief acts, and the feſti- 


vals of the holy Apoſtles be religiouſly ob- 
ſerved; that Lent, with the Vigils of 
great feaſts, the Ember weeks, and all the 


Fridays in the year, be kept as days of 
faſting or abſtinence; and if ſome Pro- 
teſtants do not obſerve them, yet others 


do, and are commended for it, and you 


may follow the bet, not the moſt: you 

will have more liberty, by turning to the 
Engliſh church, as to circumſtantials, and 

greater helps as to the eſſentials of Reli- 


gion; to that it is upon all accounts your. 


1 1 85 wiſeſt and ſafeſt courſe to embrace this ſo 


true, ſo primitive, ſo piqus, and ſo rational 
a Religion. 


Let me therefore ſhut up my charitable 


and friendly advice, by requeſting you to 
conſider all theſe things without preju- 
mee or paſſion, and then I hope you 

will perceive how much the Religion of IF 
this church excels that of Rome, in an- 

uur integrity, and uſefulneſs, and no 


longer 
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longer ſuffer yourſelves to be ſo ſadly im- 
poſed on, and ſo miſerably made to ſerve 
the ends of avarice and ambition: And if 


you have taken ſuch prudent and pious 


reſolutions, you ſhall not only be freed 
from the inconveniences you complain of 
here, but alſo have better aſſurances of 
your falvation hereafter, than the Roman 
church can give you; for there you have 


| only the words of their Prieſts for it, whoſe 


* intereſt, and whoſe practice it hath been 


Þ-----t6 deceive vou; but here you ſhall have 
| All the aſſurances which the word of God 
8 can give you, provided you become re- 


formed in your lives as well as in your | 
Religion, and will leave off your old vices, 
as well as your ct opinions; for unleſs 
ee can perſuade you to become Proſelytes 
of Righteouſneſs, we ſhall not much value 
the gaining you over to our profeſſion; 
becauſe we know it is neitker the being 
Papiſt nor Proteſtant will fave thoſe that 
live in their fins; but this Religion is the 
better chiefly in this, that it is moſt likely 
to bring you to unfeigned repentance, and 
the practice of real holineſs. And if you 
; 5 deſire 
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defire farther information in theſe parti- : 
culars, let me adviſe you to confult the 
late eminent proteſtant writers, together 
with ſome of the moſt able and ingenious 


of the Engliſh clergy, whom you will find 


very willing and ready to give you more 
full fatisfaction, and to be men that have 
no deſigns upon you, but to direct you in 
the beſt way to Heaven: And, doubtleſs, if 
you would but try the diſſerence a-while, 
a little experience would teach you how 
happy and advantageous a change he 
makes, who forſakes the Religion of 
| Rome, and embraces the communion of © 
: the church of England. : 
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